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A STORIES >1 

Winner ofthe Goode Record-Keeping Seal of Approval K fl 



| council person can't possibly live without a calendar, a daily 

> schedule ofevents, appointments, obligations. 

0 At least, that's what City Paper thought when we first came 
across the startling suggestion that Councilman W. Wilson 
Goode Jr. keeps no calendar. Either the information was bad 

1 or the councilman possesses a memory of staggering precision. 

5 CP first unearthed die possibility that Goode works sans calendar 

* while reporting on ourfealure about tile city’s tenacity for rejecting 
^ public Right-to-Know records requests — including a request by 
~ the Inquirer’s Jeff Sheilds for the daily schedules of all 17 City 
3 Councilpersons, as well as Mayor Michael Nutter [“Hall of Secrets,” 

2 Cover Story, Sept. 9, 2010] , partly to see who they were meeting 

= with. The city denied the request (now pending review by the Court 
S ofCommon Pleas), arguing that the records would reveal travel 
- patterns and thus pose a safety risk to the pols — oh, and that 

3 "One [Council member] keeps no calendar" anyway. 

< “I sent a memo to each Council member asking about the type 

£ of calendar he/she uses,” affirmed City Council Right-to-Know 
u officer Anne Kelly King this week, “and Councilman Goode ver- 
j bally responded that he doesn’t keep a calendar.” 
j Asked to confirm (ordeny ) that he keeps no recorded schedule, 

5 Goode told CP,“1 did not say that. I did not authorize them to say 
j that.Sobeyondthat,Ihavenocomment!” 
i When CP sought clarification of that statement via e-mail 



does heor doesn't he keep a calendar? — Goode replied: 

Til give you one simple response in writing [and then, in bold, 24 - 
point font] : I never told anyone that I didn't keep a calendar!” 

City Paper asked one last time, via e-mail, if that means he does 
keep a calendar. The councilman has not, so far, responded . 

—Holy Otterbeln 

SPEAKS VOLUMES 

This past Sunday, local songwriter and blues guitarist Shakey 
Lyman walked into popular West Philadelphia bar Fiume and 
delivered two startling pieces of information. 

The first was that he’d got- 
ten married — just the previ- 
ous night, in fact. Tm going to 
milk this for all it’s worth,” Lyman 
added, dutifully repeating the news 
for each wave of bar patrons to 
show up for his weekly Sunday gig. 

His second tale, though, was of a darker hue. The conversation 
had turned to books, and how they pile up. Lyman weighed in: 
Contemplating a move last year, he says, he determined to lot go 
of some 1 ,800 books just a portion of his collection — for 
free. First, he contacted libraries, but found none interested. He then 
tried a few used bookstores, but they, too, seemed unenthusiastic: 
One store reluctantly agreed to take the books ifShakey himself 
transported them: “Here I’m giving them away for free because Tm 
sick of moving them myself," he complained, “and they want me to 
transport them.” Still plagued by his surplus today, Lyman is sur- 



I’ll give you 
one simple 
response. 



prised that demand for used books should 
be so low, a sentiment echoed by those 
at the bar. 

“Nobody wanted 'em. They wouldn't 
touch ’em!" he concluded, to the general 
raising of glasses. 

—Isaiah Thompson 



A PEOPLE’S HISTORY 
OF F0XW00DS 

Christmas came early for Philadelphia's 
casino opponents last week, when the 
proposed South Philadelphia casino form- 
erly known as Foxwoods was finally 
stripped ofits license by the Penn- 
sylvania Gaming Control Board last 
Thursday, after years of delays. The board 
will now have to rebid the license, which 
could take years. 

One of the casino’s bitterest opponents 
was less than merry, however, with news 
accounts in the next day’s papers — in 
particular, timelines by the Inquirer and 
tlie Associated Press that offered a blow- 
by-blow history of the four-year Foxwoods 
saga. These accounts, says Casino-Free Phil- 
adelphia co-founder Daniel Hunter (who is 



is down 21 in the fourth 



A Million Stories 

«<cont*u«KJ from previous page 

writing a book about the experience), leave out almost any men- 
tion of the role neighborhood and civic opposition played in bring- 
ing down Foxwoods. “I think it does a real disservice to the story," 
Hunter says, echoing a point made by historian Howard Zinn, in 
Ns A People 's History of the United States, which argues 
that history is too often seen as shaped by the wealthy and powerful 
— and not common people's movements. 

Hunteroffered on the phone a brief"People’s History of Fox- 
woods "describing the 2006 founding of Casino-Free Philadelphia 
and its earliest efforts under the administration of Mayor John 
Street, a proponent, to thwart the casinos’ plans — in part by using 
a clever homemade citizen “ballot box” to push mayoral candi- 
date Michael Nutter to support a buffer between casinos and neigh- 
borhoods (he did, later changing his tune). 

In the meantime, casino opponents pursued a subtle strategy that 
ultimately. Hunter says, paid off delay, delay, delay. 

They filed petitions and legal challenges, pushed members of 
Council and candidate and then Mayor Nutter to hold up the casinos 
at every turn possible: zoning matters, licensing, whatever. 

When Foxwoods, whose owners were already squirming under an 
impending deadline, tried to move to Market East near Chinatown 
in 2008, Hunter argues that massive neighborhood opposition 
(Chinatown activists promised to stand in front of bulldozers, if it 
came down to it) helped delay, if not thwart, the plans. Foxwoods was 
eventually ordered back to its original location along the waterfront. 

me," Hunter concludes. “It reasserts the notion that it’s politicians 
photostream ► cttypaper.net/photostream 



who direct how things happen in the city." — LT. 



COLOR BY NUMBERS 

With census 2010 data just becoming available to the public, The 
New York Times recently launched “Mapping America," a flashy, 
hyper-detailed online map of the ethnic and racial makeup of 
America, block by block. Intrigued, City Paper took it for a spin and 
put Philadelphia under the ol’ microscope to see which census tracts 
were most heavily dominated by each ethnic group listed . Here's 
what we found (in the same order as the NYT map legend ) 

Whitest: Fbrt Richmond made astabforfirstat96percentwhite, 
but the prize goes, in fact, to the neighborhood around Wilson Path, 
near 25th and Snyder, which is roughly 97 percent. 

Blackest: Though a patch of North Philly north ofTemple came 
close at 99 percent blade, a swath of Mantua and Powelton Village, 
between 40th und 44th and north of Market won at 100 percent. 

Most Hispanic: The most densely Hispanic tract — 86 percent 
— lies in the heart of Philly’s “Centro de Oro," neighborhood in 
eastern North Philly, between B and Fifth north of Lehigh. 

Most Asian: In South Philly between Fifth and 10th and Mifflin 
and Wolf, Asians are 33 percent of the area’s diverse population: 29 
percent white, 19 percent black, 16 percent Hispanic. 

Most diverse: Along with the South Philly section above, 
the most evenly split neighborhood we could find was the stretch 
of Frankford between Castor and Summerdale and Unruh and 
Oxford, where it’s white (27 percent), black (34 percent), Hispanic 
(23 percent) and Asian (12 percent! — LT. 







thebellcurve 

CP's Oualtty-o-Lrte-o-Meter 



[- 5 ] M em bers of Gov. -elect Tom Corbett's trans- 
J ifion team donated a total of SI .9 million to 
his campaign. “The next step inmytransiton 
istotiollom me out’says Corbett “A whole 
lot of hands have got to fit up there." 

[+5] The Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board 
takes away Foxwoods Casino’s license. 
A landmark victory for vacant, neglected 
waterfront properties everywhere. 

rQl The organizers of Philadelphia's first Type-In 
rally say typewriters are making a come- 
back. But they say it very slowly, and with a 
lot of clacking, and iftheymake amistake 
they have to start over on a whole new 
piece of paper. Also, they’re wrong. 

[ - 1 ] Some residents tell the Inky they aren’t 
sure if selling off the states liquor stores 
will save or cost taxpayers money. And 
if there's one thing residents are qualifi ed 
to tell the media, ifs complex revenue 
projections. 

^ ^ Housing Authority spends S2. 500 to send 
staffers to the Pennsylvania Society event 
“Look at Mayor N utter doing something 
stupid!” shouts John Street fleeing while 
our backs are turned. 

[+1] Joe Sestak calls the national tax deal a 
"backdoor stimulus." OK we'll try it, but 
start slow. 



[-41 TheSPCAfinds63 dogs and onecatina 
J New Jersey woman's home. “I was suf- 
fering from Barkholm Syndrome," thecat 
tells Oprah. 

[0] A U.S. District Court judge deliberates on 
whetherschool administrators can ban the 
word"boobies." Nowhearing Brav. Board 
of Education, case number5318008. 



[ + 7] 



Eagles stun the Giants, 38-31 , Sunday in 
a victory that's being called the greatest 
comeback in team history. NY Giants fans 
squeeze out anothertear. put in their Blu- ray 



last year that was supposed to be pretty 



good thatwenever got around towathing. 
Think it was called The Fan or something 

IMOB that to make sure. 



This week's total: 1 I Last week's total: 25 



ARCADE FIRE 

The Suburbs (Merge) 




ABOUT THE LIST: Where does a list like this come from?ltka process, man. First we asked staffers, Ireelano 

Finally, we clicked "sort data, “ and, ta-duh — Arcade Fire ran away with the title Of course these kindsa eaerc 
arbitrariness at tastes, hampered by the relatively small number of people poled, nudged by some superstitl 
of a shuffling iPod or a quad-sentient Pandora station. So. Are we total /dots lor sleeping on Rcbyn/Big Boi/M 
Feel free to tell us so atdtypapewettmusic. — Patrick Rapa 



andhowoften, it r 
■s are Hawed, hobbled by the 

■tie Stern/T/SegallAvfioever? 



AN CO wherever yourtribe gathers — let's say the coffee 
shop thatfeels more like home than the place where you keep your bed 
and dothes — and tap into Win Butler's pent-up energy of "Ready to 
Start" or experience the kinetic thrill of "Month of May." You can pretend 
Regine Chassagne's singing just to you when "Sprawl II (Mountains 
Beyond Mountains)” shuffles its way into your earbuds. You can ride the 
arty, anthemic wave of "Rococo" with a few thousand strangers at an 
amphitheater. You can customize your nostalgia with "The Wilderness 
Downtown, " the Google Maps-enhanced videofbr "We Used to Wait. " 
Arcade Fire's magic works bea utifully in any of those contexts, a nd this 
year they raised the bar on several counts. But fbrthe richest listening 
experience, you need to immerse yourself in The Suburbs. Set aside a 
few hours; the album's only 64 minutes, but you'll need more than one 
spin to absorb the overlapping lyrics and the cohesive imagery. Butler, 
Chassagne and theirarmy of rhythm and strings capture the feeling 
of one moment bleeding into the next until they become some hazy 
past that may or may not jibe with your own biography, but belongs 
to you all the same. Not every one of the 16 tracks is a peak, but that's 
md Facebook what makes TheSuburbsa greatalbum ratherthan a greatest-hits 
collection. The valleys, like "Half Lightll (No Celebration)," have their 
own symphonic richness, if you take the time to explore them. The 
glittery bits a re what draw you in, but the sprawl is what makes The 
Suburbs a journey worth taking again and again. — M.J . Fine 




LCD 

SOUNDSYSTEM 

This is Happening (DFA/Virgin) 



The best record that chilly 
Berlin-era Bowie never made 
came out this year from LCD/ 
DFA godhead James Murphy 
in the form of the rhythmically 
cracking, oddly introspective 
This Is Happening. Meanly 
funny (“Drunk Girls”) and ten- 
der (“I Can Change”), this is 
Murphy at his midtempo discoid 
finest. Even his subtlest melodic 
twists become epic by each song’s 
end, with “Somebody’s Calling 
Me” a solid example of Murphy’s 



widescreen compositional 
largesse. ( It’s best heard live 
— specifically at Making Time’s 
10th anniversary show at the 
Philadelphia Naval Base — and 
one-take versions of This Is 
Happening can be heard on the 
iTunes-only London Sessions .) 

If this is, as claimed, LCD’s last 
album, it’s a fine way to go out. If 
not, I guess I’ll see you at Making 
Time 20, Murphy. 

— A.D. Amorosi 




TITUS 

ANDRONICUS 

The Monitor (XL) 



At die point where massive am- 



bition, panoramic vision and 
a not negligible dose of hubris 
meet is where you’ll find Glen 
Rock, N.J.’sTitus Andronicus. On 
sophomore al bum ,The Monitor, 
Patrick Stickles brazenly con- 
jures strains as disparate as Abe 
Lincoln’s Civil War melancholy, 
early Springsteen and traditional 
hymns, then blends them into a 
brooding suburban hoodrat punk 
opera where your greatest para- 
noid delusions — “you will always 
be a loser” and “the enemy is 
everywhere” — are made flesh. At 
nearly every turn, tile album feels 
as if it’s flown too close to the sun 
(did they really just sing "Tramps 
like us, baby we were bom to 
die"?)only to pull out ofa death 
spiral to nail the landing. It’s 
manic. It’s panicked. It’s a shout- 
along pogo party, but one that 
also rewards closer inspection. 

— Brian Howard 



0 



THE 

BLACK KEYS 

Brothers (Nonesuch) 

It’s notoften an album showcases 
such an unflappable complete- 
ness of thought like the dark and 
rootsy Brothers has managed to 
do. The whole package rattles, 
riffs and wails with dark, love- 
lorn tunes, a few foot-stampers 
and smooth, soulful songs that 

— while honorary of blues-rock 
royalty past and present, like 
Zep, Jimi, even Tire White Stripes 

— show great strides in the 
musical maturity category. (This 
despite "Chop and Change” show- 
ing up on a 71 vilight soundtrack. ) 




Six albums in, singer-guitarist 

Dan Auerbach and drummer- 
contortionist Patrick Carney have 
arrived at a more mod version of 
bluesy rock with plenty of R&B 
momentum.The band even cov- 
ers Jerry Butler’s Philly classic 
“Never Gonna Give You Up” 
without once embarrassing itself. 
Robert Plant should be proud. 

— Natalie Hope McDonald 




VAMPIRE 

WEEKEND 



Vampire Weekend's wildly success- 
ful debut made the band a series 
of what used to be called “class ene- 



mies," what with their Columbia 
degrees, paeans to Cape Cod and 
airofprepster privilege. But Ezra 
Koenig and company flipped them 
off with this nearly perfect follow- 
up, interrogating their own legacy 
and vastly expanding their quirky 
musical repertoire. On “California 
English" they attack those who 
perform authenticity with Tom's 
toothpaste and “fake philly cheese- 
teaks." And on the wildly catchy 
Grace/and-inspired “White Sky," 
a Manhattanite wants to “look up 

might live there." But the album’s 
centerpiece is the magnificent, 
six-minute reggae-lite “Diplomat's 
Son,” set to an M.I.A. sample, ach- 
ingly documenting the pot-and-sex- 
fueled implosion of a friendship. 
To offer it to you would be cruel,” 
Koenigsings, “when all I wanna do 
is use, use you." Being used never 
sounded so good. — David Paris 

KANYE WEST 

My Beautiful Dark Twisted 
Fantasy (Def Jam/Rock-A-Fella) 

By now you’ve already formed a 
pretty strong opinion on Kanye 
West. Hell, so have jour parents. 
But if you’re among the masses 
of rap fans who lost interest with 
each new pairoftightpants and 
ugly sneakers Ye turned up in, My 
Beautiful Dark Twisted Fantasy 
might be the album to bring you 
back. With production comparable 
to well-orchestrated symphonies, 
and top-notch lyrical contributions 
from the likes of Push a, Jay-Z, 
Rick Ross and Raekwon, Kanye 
has managed to push the creative 
envelope back in the direction of 
hip-hop acceptance. — Justin Rizzio 





TED LEO 
AND THE 
PHARMACISTS 

The Brutalist Bricks (Matador) 



Ted Leo is an unrelentingjugger- 



naut of righteous indignation 
and bombastic punk rock. On 
the surface, it’s fair to call The 
Brutalist Bricks the latest in 
a series of consistently strong 
albums; however, that appraisal 
misses the artistic leap Leo and 
his Pharmacists have made.The 
usual elements (frenetic energy, 
progressive politics, guitar hooks, 
pummeling drums) are all pres- 
ent and accounted for, but there 
is a “think globally, act locally” 
flavor that sets Bricks apart. Leo’s 
downing pints and visiting family 
in foreignlands as the U.N. delib- 
erates; a victory for the proletari- 
at is entwined with entreaties for 
caresses and affectionate glances. 
This dual vision resonates gor- 
geously, and marks a subtle but 
important paradigm shift for Leo, 
putting him actively into the story 
whereas he was the commentator 
on 2007’s Living with the Living. 
Taken as a whole. Bricks is a mas- 
terful work. It can also just be 
enjoyed as toe-tapping, hand-dap- 
ping pop music by the “willfully 
dumb." — Jesse Delaney 



IANELLE 

MONAE 

The ArchAndroid (Suites II 
and III) (Bad Boy/Wondaland 
Arts Society) 

If there was a song this year 
better than Janelle Monae's 
“Tightrope," I didn’t hear it. 

(Sorry, Cee-Lo.) It's a funk-driven 
struggle for survival and caution- 
ary tale, fueled by irresistible 
rhythms, insistent ukulele and 
Ellington-like horns. And it’s par 
for the course for Monae, who, 
on her first full-length, tackled 
a dizzying array of genres — in- 
duding R&B, hip-hop, indie-pop, 
psych-folk and dassical.(She 
also boasts a fearsomely impres- 
sive pompadour, making her the 
most aerodynamic singer since 
Klaus Nomi.) The ArchAndroid 
came with a CD booklet detailing 
a wealth of influences — such as 
Orson Welles, Stevie Wonder and 
Salvador Dali — as well as a fairly 
incomprehensible sci-fi plotline. 
No matter. Monae’s silken vocals 





and pleading searches for mean- 
ing, on tracks like the urgent 
“Cold War” and the gorgeous “Oh 
Maker,” are wh at make this con- 
cept album beautifully coherent. 

— Michael Pelusi 




SLEIGH BELLS 

Treats (N.E.E.T./Mom & Pop) 



The list of ingredients for Sleigh 
Bells’ Treats is awfully small, 
more of a Rachael Ray dump- 
and-stir recipe than a Julia Child 
vol-au-vent. It’s roughly equal 
parts screeching guitar riff and 
sweet melodic girl-voice, passed 
through production that’s all 
compression and distortion and 
redline, so that the record sounds 
like it’s blowing out speakers 
even when the volume’s down 
on your noise-canceling head- 
phanes.The simplicity of the 
recipe doesn’t diminish the qual- 
ity of the ingredients, though, 
and standout shout-alongs like 
“Crown on the Ground” will re- 
mind you that a boilermaker is 
also just made of two things. 

— Justin Bauer 




THE 

NATIONAL 

High Violet (4AD) 

Ask most hardcore fans ofThe 
National, and they’ll tell you: 
High Violet is easily the weakest 
of the band's last three under- 
appreciated and underexposed 





LOCAL ARTIST OFTHE YEAR 

FREE ENERGY 

Stuck on Nothing (Astralwerks) 

IF YOU WANT, you candanceto Free 
Energy. You can bop around in yoursocks 
to "All I Know" and sing along to "Bang 
Pop” till your headphones fly off. You 
can hum their rabbit-punching riffs and 
catchy choruses — maybe you heard 
them in the background of some com- 
mercial? — and just feel great 
That’s fine. But a vein of doubt pulses beneath the sweaty, steady 
rockin' beats and sprinting guitarsolos. I'mnot talking /nception-deep, 
just an undercurrent, a whiff of a whisper of fear. Let's pick up Stuck 
on Nothing's best track, "Dream City," from the beginning: 

"Hey we’re cornin' out, dancin' downtown, free like whatever we 
dream a bout./ And we're moving through the night cruising 'cross 
town lost in the endless sound. " Yes. We're getting the gang together 
and hitting the town in a haze of beer and bliss. The guitars and drums 
gallop with the adrenaline of freedom, of youth. But then. 

"And the dt/s all right but the streets are all the same and you know 
deep down you can find a better way./ Tired of feel in' bad so don't 
you wonder why you keep tellin' yourself it's all right?" 

Wait What the hell happened? The music's still buzzing, but sud- 
denly we're feeling sober, vulnerable, old. 

Only some quick nickel bag philosophy salvages the mood, condud- 
ing: "When you love without desire then you know who you are." 
From there the song bounces between despair and glory before a 
crescendo of na-na na-na nas. 

Pretty much all of Stuck on Nothing — the debut full-length from 
our adopted M innesotans — is like that: catchy as hell, with heavenly 
hooks and lyrics that sound like the life of the party but hint at the 
death of it There's joy, sometimes in sweet, overconfident dollops, 
but there's no such thing as a pure feel-good anthem here. "Bad 
Stuff" is post-apocalyptic romance. "Hope Child" isa plea for res- 
cue. "Dark Trance" is about mustering courage (and sweet, sweet 
power pop). The sound is kinda slick, for Philadelphia, anyway, so 
you might not notice what you're dancing to. But give it a second: 
This is a complicated rock record for complicated times. 

— Patrick Rapa 
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■BEST 
MUSIC 
■2010 




full-lengths. That's not a slight, 
though, as The National has dis- 
persed with its earlier fireworks 
and come up with an album 
that feels more mature and less 
aggressive than the previous 
Alligator an&Boxer. Despite lead 



ments in multiple interviews that 
the band set out to make a “loud, 
fun record," High Violet is steeped 
in the band’s trademark somber, 
cinem atic brooding. As always. 
The National reveals its inten- 
tions through a series of vignettes 
— mostly dark, and evoking the 
inky mental sketches of a rainy, 
late-night Manhattan — explor- 
ing the complex relationships 
Beminger has with those around 
and close to him, as well as the 
places he inhabits. It might take 
multiple listens to get to the very 
bottom of his feelings, but that's a 
good thing. 

— Dominic Mercier 



a good way. Hen Dream is decid- 
edly peppier and more robust. 
Even when Victoria Legrand 
sings of heartbreak, she bears a 
thicker skin. On album standout 
“A Walk in the Park," she crafts 
a reassuring, youll-get-over-him 
anthem, crooning Grace SKck- 
style over a room-thumping beat 
and steadily warbling organ. 
Throughout, Alex Scally takes on 
more nuanced psychedelic guitar 
riffs, complementing the band’s 
arsenal of vintage keyboards 
for a simple sound with a big, 
blissed-out payoff 

— Julia Askenase 




QUASI 

American Cong (Kill Rock Stars) 



<0 



BEACH 

HOUSE 

Teen Dream (Sub Pop) 

Beach House has always lived 
up to its dreamy name; the lan- 
guid slide guitar, dizzying keys 
and sparse percussion created 
melodies that were hypnotic, if 
not downright haunting, but in 



Quasi’s trademark has long 
been the balance between then- 
propulsive rock dirge and tales 
of doom, and the spoonful of 
sugar helping the poison go 
down fine. Things lipped a bit 
toward the dark in recent years, 
but American Gong resets the 
scale and proves to be the band's 
best album in nearly a decade. 
New member Joanna Bolme's 
bass lures Sam Coomes away 
from the rocksichord and lets 
him fully embrace his consider- 
able guitar prowess, bringing 
welcome snarl and fuzz to songs 
like “Repulsion" and “Rockabilly 



Party."Meanwhile, Janet Weiss 
successfully defends her title as 
world’s greatest drummer, and 
there are still few things more 
exhilarating than when Coomes 
and Weiss let their harmonies 
soar as they do on the standout 
“Bye Bye Blackbird. "The good 
times may never be Quasi’s 
favorite subject, but Gong shows 
they can roll with the best. 

— Robert McCormick 




BEST COAST 

Crazy for You (Mexican Summer) 



Flawed has never sounded so 
perfect. This L.A. trio’s debut 
full-length is fraught with inse- 
curities, weed-induced apathy 
and self-proclaiming lunacy, 
yet it's set to pleasant, carefree 
guitar rock. While simpletons 
have decried the lyrics as anti- 



sometimes desperately — the 
fact is, singer Beth Cosentino 
nails the female psyche of our 
worrisome, over-medicated gen- 
eration. Tkke the title: “Crazy for 
You" seems quaint enough, in a 
Madonna sort of way, but it plays 
on Cosen tino's fear that her male 
sweetheart may find her clingy, 
or worse, insane. This album 
makes you want to shake it off 
roll a spUff and be at peace with 
your craziness. — Julia West 



© 

THE ROOTS 




Whether he’s dreaming up 
clever walk-ons for guests on 
Fallon, rallying with Colbert and 
Stewart, or running the show at 
his annual Picnic jam on Penn's 
Landing — no one worts harder 
at his craft than Ahmir “?uest> 
love”Thompson. And that goes 
double for his main gig; How I 
Got Over is The Roots’ strongest 
and most complete record to 
date. Perhaps the untimely 2006 
passing of the incomparable 
beatmaster Jay Dee continues 
to inspire ?uestlove to hone his 
own sound. Owen Biddle on bass 
has clearly re-energized things, 
too. And BlackThought’s voice 
continues to gain personality and 
traction with age, while his lyr- 
ics are as brainy and incendiary 
as ever. How I Got Over moves 
at a symphonic pace, blending 

band in America can. More than 
that, it’s banging. Fifty years 
from now people will look back at 
The Roots like we think of Miles 
Davis and John Coltrane, and 
Howl Got Over may very well be 
our own A Love Supreme, 

— Andrew Ervin 




GORILLAZ 

Plastic Beach 
(Virgin) 



Whether Damon Albam and 
Jamie Hewlett are shrewd, 
megalomaniacal solicitors of 
our multimedia appetites or 
earnest satirists of an age bent 
on pushing cool to its techno- 
logical extreme seems almost a 
non-issue. The anime/graphic 
novel figment known as The 
Gorillaz is a juggernaut brand, 
and this third installment is a 
calculated assault on the senses. 
Albam and this cast of musical 
archetypes (including venerables 



Lou Reed, De La Soul, Snoop 
Dogg, Mos Def and Mick Jones) 
have crafted the most satisfying 
Gorillaz listen yet with a sound 
equally challenging and ear- 
friendly. The storyline and tone 
appear to spring from a grudging 
21st-century idol-worship, but 
there is also a non-machinist 
soul beneath it all. Songs like 
“Melancholy Hill,"“Empire 
Ants" and “Broken" speak to our 
collective twisted pulmonary 
valve, while the undulating opus 
“Stylo," withBob by Womack’s 
haunting vocals, helps ink 2010 
indelibly in gargantuan hand. 

— M.F. DiBella 




SUPERCHUNK 

Majesty Shredding (Merge) 



Superchunk’s one of those wily 
veteran bands that seem to have 
nothing to prove until they’ve 
already proved it. Almost a decade 
after their last full-length, Merge 
Records’ unsinkable flagship 
returned vnthMajesty Shredding 
and, as expected, it’s a brilliant 
batch of smart, hard -charging indie 
rock revelry, ft) we red by those clas- 
sic looping solos andcaffeinated 
choruses, this one easily stacks up 
against anything from the bund's 
back catalog. Mac McCaughan's 
voice has aged only slightly but 
nicely, as adept now at (he pretty 
breakdowns as the ferocious rock 
declarations. Superchunk isn’t 
too old and they’re not about to go 
anywhere quietly. 

— Patrick Rapa 



Curiousabout who voted 
for what? Won dering if 
anybody actually voted 
for Bieber? As always, 
CityPaper'salarmingly 
sortableTop 21 Databot 
Listamatron hasthe 
answers: dtypaper.net/ 










PPOtllNTION PRICES 



IIOTSY IOTSY 

UVE PERIOD ENTERTAINMENT 

Fridays & Saturdays 
Lobby Bar 7pm- 10pm 
Blue Martini 9pm- 12am 

FREE SELE-QUIDED 
WflLKinci TOUR 

Download the Reflections of Atlantic 
City audio tour on any mp3 player al 

ballysac.com 



• $5 Prohibition 
Specialty Cocktails 



• Bootleg Happy Hours 
$3 Booze and $2 Drafts 

* $19.20 Specialty Meals 



• $2 Breakfasts 
featuring favorite 
brands of the 1920s 




■BEST 
MUSIC 
■2010 





SPOON 

Transference (Merge) 



Transference isn’t the Spoon 
al bum thatll make converts out 
of nonbelievers. The minimal 
shorthand swagger Britt Daniel 
and Jim Eno perfected over a 
decade of jewel-perfect Merge 
releases shows up damaged here. 
But Transference follows cues set 
by 2007 's GaGaGaGa Ga, which 
turn up in the plink and wooze 
of“Who Makes YourMoney" or 
the off-balance lope of“Is Love 
Forever?” By the time the album 
reachesballad “Goodnight Laura," 
though, it’s dear that this per- 
formance is as meticulous as any 
of their others; they’ve not sur- 
rendered any control, but instead 
eroded ironic distance for guarded 
immediacy. From a band that re- 
pays close listening, it's a reward 
for the faithful. 

— Justin Bauer 






GRINDERMAN 

G rinderman 2 
(Mute Records/Anti-) 

“Best thing about this place 




are the showers 7 Worst thing 
is the visiting hours." Despite 
being 30-plus years into his 
musical career — a point where 
many post- punk crooners have 
resigned themselves to penning 
Tampax jingles — Nick Cave 
has never lost the fire that bums 
deep in his crooked heart. In 
fact, he’s continuously invented 
new uses for it. On Grinderman 
2, he summons his inner flame 
to ignite an orphanage and 
transform the howls and wails 
of nuns and waifs into eerie new 
forms of guitar feedback while 
01’ Saint Nick treats us to some 
of the darkest and cleverest lyr- 
ics this side of — well, whatever 
you’d expect to get if you forced 
Leonard Cohen todrink his body 
weight in bong water and then 
spun him around a few times just 
for good measure. 

— Rodney Anonymous 



DAS RACIST 

Sit Down, Man 
(Mad Decent) 

If you throw enough ideas at 
a wall, something’s bound to 
stick. That’s the method behind 
Himanshu Suri and Victor 
Vazquez’s manic brand of hip-hop 
mayhem: The Brooklyn rappers 
sample everything from the 
Addams Family to Black Sheep 





in their second bizarrely-non- 
existent-on-Amazon mix tape 
of 2010, Sit Down, Man, with 
utterly incongruent results. 

All for the sake of cultural 
relevance/irreverence, Robert 
Mugabe, Glenn Beck and Toby 
Keith are asked to please chill 
in “Sit Down, People”; “Puerto 
Rican Cousins” travels from Bono 
to Spicoli via Parmesan cheese; 
Mark Ruffalo and Bob Ross inex- 
plicably turn up on “Return to 
Innocence"; and“Hahahaha JK?” 
might contain the year's slickest 
chorus, or its most obnoxious. It’s 
up to you. Just don’t let 2008's 
single “Combination Pizza Hut 
and Taco Bell" be the decider: Das 
Racist has a lot more to say. 

— Carolyn Huckabay 




JOANNA 

NEWSOM 

Have One On Me 
(Drag City) 

In a career that's seen her ambi- 
tions grow exponentially with 
each album (andkickingoffa 
year she capped by headlin- 
ing Carnegie Hull), Joanna 
Newsom’s tremendous third is a 
monumental achievement in its 
scope alone: 18 songs, averaging 
nearly seven minutes apiece, 
spread over three discs. But the 



album's generosity, implicit in its 
title, extends beyond mere statis- 
tical abundance: Perhaps aston- 
ishingly, this is Newsom's most 
accessible offering, thanks partly 
to the newfound grace and natu- 
ralness of that notoriously divi- 
sive voice, partly to its unusually 
lucid, affecting lyrical content. 
Amongother things. Have One 
On Me is essentially a long-form 
breakup record; the faint unease 
gnawing at its too-blithe opening 
stanza, eventually developing 
into the devastating resigna- 
tion of its wrenching closer. An 
unexpectedly, profoundly human 
statement from a songstress bet- 
ter known for enchanting ly airy 
abstractions. 

— K. Ross Hoffman 




CEE LO 
GREEN 

The Lady Killer (Elektra) 



If we’re being honest, this 
album’s probably here on the 
strength of Internet sensation 
“Fuck You” — early leader for 
single of the decade and water- 
shed cultural moment for the 
F-word — a song which, techni- 
cally, has been replaced on The 
Lady Killer by its milquetoast 
radio edit. But Green’s (Gnarls 
Barkley, Goodie Mob) third solo 
LP is no one-hit wonder, a collec- 
tion of wound’s-still-fresh, thou- 
protesteth-too-much heartbreak 
jams ( see “It's OK,”“No One’s 
Gonna Love You") thatreveal 
Green to be not so much the 
misogynist, but rather the guy 
who loves the ladies just a little 
bit too much. 

— Brian Howard 



22 BIG BOI 

Sir Lutious Left Foot The Son 
of Chico Dusty (Def Jam) 

23 DR. DOG 

Shame, Shame (Anti/Epitaph) 

24 DUM DUM CIRLS 

I Will Be(Sub Pop) 

25 YEASAYER 

Odd BtoodiSeaedy Canadian) 

26 ROBYN 

Body Talk Pt. 1 (Interscope) 

27 CRYSTAL CASTLES 

Crystal Castles OB (Universal Motown) 

28 MUMFORD& SONS 

29 BLACK MOUNTAIN 

Wilderness Heart (Jagjaguwar) 

30 LOCAL NATIVES 

Gorilla Manor (Frenchkiss) 



35 TAME IMPALA 



36 SWANS 

My Father Will Guide MeUpa 
Rope to the Sky (Young God) 

37THE WALKMEN 



38 HOT CHIP 

One Life Stand (Astralwerks) 

39 CHARLOTTE 
GAINSBOURG 

IRM ( Because/ Elektra ) 

40 ARIEL PINK'S 
HAUNTED GRAFFITI 

Before Today(4AD) 

41 WOLF PARADE 

Expo 86 (Sub Pop) 

42 BROKEN BELLS 

Broken Bells (Columbia) 



43 SHARON JONES 
AND THE DAP KINGS 

I Learned the Hard Way (Daptone) 

44JONSI 

Go (XI) 

45 MARNIE STERN 

Mamie Stem (Kill Rock Stars) 




46 THETHERMALS 

Personal Life (Nil Rock Stars) 

47 DEERHUNTER 

Halcyon Digest OAO) 

48 OFF! 

First Four EPs (Vice) 

49 MENOMENA 

Mines (Barsuk) 

50 NO ACE 

Everything in Between (Sub Pop) 
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CAROLINA'S -HAIR STUDIO 



Come in this week and get a cqmplimentary haircut 

and style with any chemical service (color. highlight,.gloss. texturizer) 



CAROLINA'S HAIR STUDIO 



TASKER STREET 



i *68 *688 



BUl-SELL-rtJWE 

GUILT-FRE 

fasfuon. 





TATTOOED MOM ★ SUGAR MOMS 

TREET 215 238 9880 225 CHURCH STREET 215 925 8219 

YEAR 
THE BANK 

52-50 

*^ug* Drafts 

Yards 

^poCbatnpag ne 



on Christmas 8pm* 



FREE LUCKY PORK AND 
SAUERKRAUT BUFFET 



HALF OFF ALL DRAFTS 
5 "7PM and 10 '11PM 



c 






Helium 



NYE at HELIUM 



TWO GREAT SHOWS AT 8:00PM & 1 0:30PM 





£DD1E GOSSL1NG if,. 


os 

00 


> I 

10 30 

IVJpm 

$55 INCLUDES 


$35 INCLUDES 


SHOW TICKET 
PARTY FAVORS 


APPETISERS 6 -.00 ■ 7:30 


POST-SHOW DESSERT BUFFET 



PURCHASE TICKETS ONLINE OR 
CALL THE BOX OFFICE TO MAKE RESERVATIONS 



COMING SOON 




MARC MARON 

"WTF PODCAST" 

JAN 12 -15 



ADAM FERRARA 

FX's “RESCUE ME" 

JAN 19 -22 



ROB RIGGLE 

“THE DAILY SHOW" 

FEB 17 - 19 



Tickets arc $20 and include: 

a Lavish midnight buffet, champagne toast 

and Plenty of Party Favors! 



Friday, December 3 1 



To purchase tickets, please contact 215.625.2800x101 




Your Party Awaits. 

Ring in 201 1 with Delilah's 



FOR COMPLETE SHOW LISTINGS LOG ON TO 

WWW.HELIUMCOMEDY.COM 



2 HELIUM COMEDY CLUB | 215.496.9001 | 2031 SANSOM STREET. PHILADELPHIA 



L 



ioo spring Garden street • Philadelphia, pa- 215.625. 2800 
free Parking - full menu/late Night Dining -wwwdelilahs com 














artsmusicmoviesmayhem 






IT'S a blue Christmas, with the seismic 
shifts in the printed reality in which I live (Brian 
Howard and Paul Curci leaving CilyPapei) and 
the blog planet I visit (if I had 75 K I’d give it to 
Brownstoner). But this is my favorite time of the 
year despite all bitter chills. My new greyhound 
Django Is fleet and sweet and my fam and friends 
(hey Jim Suttcliffe) are dear and healthy. Jerry 
Blavat sends me baskets. My fave PR peeps drop 
off presents. The world’s a merry place. Honest. >■ 
Not only did Bryan Dilworth confirm downtown's 
coffee shop/live music venue MllkBoy at 1 1th 
and Chestnut was set to open this winter (think 
March 201 1 ), he also said that his Bonfire Booking 
joint (Electric Factory, Baptist Temple) would be 
the coffee Watch’s exclusive big-ticket booker. 
Expect lots of eclectic shows with the locals and 
the nationals. Surely the band he manages. Black 
Landlord (currently getting lots of look-sees by 
top-notch agents), will dunk a doughnut in the 
Milk, boy. > Don't get stuck in the past Just dip 
a toe in. Like weeks ago, I held a Monday bash 
at National Mechanics (address of the deca- 
dent electro-punked Revival) with OG DJ Bobby 
Startup and the boys of Bunnydrums who now 
make up Yeah Clementines. It was so fun and so 
many old-school girls-n-boys showed that on every 
last Monday-o- the- month I'm holding nights dedi- 
cated to Philly's back-in-the-day dubs Memphis, 
Vampire, Hot Club. Omni's, Kennel. East Side. 
Asylum. Rainbows. Love Club and more. We're 
kicking off Dec. 27. ► Know who else is celebrabng 
his swanky new wave/punk past? Randy Now, 
onetime booker of Trenton's City Gardens. He's 
currently hosting concerts at Bordentown, N.J.'s 
The Record Collector, gigging at New Hope's 
John & Peters (NYEve dance party with DJ Alex 
Vance from Zadar's) and doing radio shows on 
WTSR. But late 201 1 , a documentary film and a 
book about his time at City Gardens will appear 
simultaneously. “Seventeen years, hundreds of 
DJ nights, and over 3,000 bands were booked 
there by me,” says Now. ► Speck, master chef 
Shola Olunloyo’s not-Studiokitchen space in 
the Piazza, is working hard (but not breaking a 
sweat, Shola’s too dignified) to open before NYEve. 

► In time for Christmas, Philly's popping, locking 
Rennie Harris Puremovement hits Jordan. Israel 
and Palestinian territories for the U.S. State 
Department's DanceMotion USA. Baby steps. 

► Think it's cool that Damon Albarn is dropping 
his iPad-created new Gorillaz CD, The Fall (the 
season, not the decline) for free on Christmas Day? 
Philly's bongwater king Asher Roth and pal Nottz 
drop their own free EP, Rawtii on Dec. 27. ► Merry 
Christmas, y'all. 

(a_amorosi@citypaper.net) 




A ROOTIN' TOOTIN' 
GOOD TIME: The West 
Philadelphia Orchestra 



PLANS WITH BENEFITS 

New Year’s Eve ideas to keep you on top of 
your game all 2011 long. By Josh Middleton 

T here’s an old wives' tale that says what you’re doing at 

midnight on New Year's Eve will reflect your entire year to 
come. And whether or not you’re a believer, let’s not take our 
chances: To jump-start an ideal 2011, we’ve organized a stroke- 
of-midnight to-do list around common and not-so-normal New 
Year’s resolutions, so you can pick your poison. But choose wisely 
— those old bitches don’t mess around. 

>- BE A GOOD PARENT 

Now that you have little tots to care for, you need to prep them 
for the big time (without staying up past their bedtime). For the 
Please Touch Museum's Countdown to Noon, Hamilton Hall 
is transformed into a mini Times Square to host a countdown, 
complete with musical performances, streamers and confetti, and 
a big glittery ball that descends from the ceiling at noon and then 
again at 1 p.m. But instead of freezing your ass off next to drunken 
revelers and pushy security guards, you'll have a little nugget at 
your side in awe of how cool mommy or daddy is for taking them 
there. Noon and 1 p.m. . $15, Phase Touch Museum, Memorial Hall. 
Fairmount Park, 4231 Avenue of the Republic, 215-581-3181, plea- 



> BE MORE CHEERFUL 

It’s hard not to crack a smile when two improv groups are vying 
to see who can make you laugh the hardest. For New Year's 
Improvin' Eve, ComedySportz Philadelphia presents two bat- 
tling comedy teams, a governing referee and lots of audience 
participation — with a soda or sparkling-cider toast to celebrate 
the new year at the end of each show. (For the earlier perfor- 
mance, they’ll celebrate as the clock strikes 12 ... in Brazil. ) And 
to keep the yuk-yuks rolling, they'll lower a rubber chicken from 
the ceiling when the countdown begins, then lead the crowd in a 
gibberish version of “Auld Lang 
Syne.” 7:30 and 10:30 p.m., $30, 

jpj|-|0f- SOHO- Playground at the Adrienne, 2030 

; U; Kr l Sansom St. ,877-985-2844, comedy- 

;JII U SOcil ’ sportzphUly.com. 



> BECOME THE NEXT AMERICAN IDOL 

If breaking into the music biz is what you're after in 2011, this 
is your chance to don some glitzed-out duds and show off your 
vocal prowess. Guests at Yakitori Boy’s Rock Star New Year’s 
party are encouraged to come dressed as their favorite musician 
or celebrity, and take on tunes from the ample karaoke songbook 
provided by DJ Justin. If you start the night a little rusty, don't 
fret: A three-hour open bar will give you all the liquid courage you 
need to let your innor songbird soar. 8:45 p.m., $65 (must purchase 
tickets before Dec. 28), Yakitori Boy, 211 N. 11th St.. 215-821-7280, 
yakitoriboy-japas.com. 



arts & entertainment 




Need health insurance? 

Get covered for as low as $50* a month! 



for individuals up to age 64! 

All HealthAmericaOne plans include: 

■ Affordable premiums 

J ■ Low-cost generic drug options 

S ■ Outpatient and hospitalization coverage 

■ Urgent and emergency care 

0 ■ Preventive coverage with no waiting period 

; All with access to one of Pennsylvania's largest PPO networks 

Get a free quote now. Call 1-888-784-9650 
or visit us at healthamericaone.com 

j HealthAmericaOne. 

g This managed care plan may not cover all your heallh care expenses. Read your 

“ conlrncl carefully to determine which health care services arc covered. If you 

£ have questions call 1-888-784-9650. 

t HealthAmericaOne is offered through the HealthAmcrica Ohio insurance Trust. 

2 HealthAmericaOne products ,m- underwritten lit t ovemn Health and Life Insurance 

1 Company (d.b.a. HealthAmcrica). 

u ' Final rates arc subject to a review of your health history (also known as "medical 

< underwriting”) A25-vear-old, non-smoking male living in any of the following counties 

j could receive a $50/month rate: Bucks, Chester, Delaware, and Montgomery. 



+ Plans with Benefits 

Folk music with a 
“punk rock, soul and 
cneesesteak twist.” 

► DON'T FEEL QUEER IN THE NUDE 

Listen up, this is a party that can’t be Googled, 
and it’ll take a little creative words mi thing to get 
inside. To weed out the crazies, Nude Year's Eve 
organizer Robin Renee asks those interested in 
attending her queer-friendly shindig to e-mail 



experience, how they’re connected to the queer 
community, and why they're interested in ringing 
in the new year at her clothing-optional affair. 
Before you get all hot and bothered, she wants 
people to know it’s not a sex party, but a spiritual, 
creative meeting ground for the LGBT and poly- 
amorous communities and their allies — but hey, 
it does give a whole new meaning to the tradition 
of watching balls drop. 8 p.m., cash donation arid 
vegetarian food contribution, e-mail submission to 
nudeyearseve01@gmail.com for invitation. 

> FIND YOUR BALANCE 

You won’t find serenity on a sweaty dancefloor. A 
sweaty yoga mat, maybe. To point you in the right 
direction, Studio 34’s Morgan Andrews will lead 
an open-to-any-skill-set, extended Forrest Yoga 



Ceremony that includes 
guided meditation to quiet 
your mind, pranayama to check 
your breath, and asana to get 
those limbs nice and stretchy. 
7:30-10 p.m.,$5-$20 sug- 
gested donation, Studio 34, 4522 
Baltimore Ave., 215-387-3434, 
studio34yoga.com. 



> IMMERSE YOURSELF 
IN CULTURE 



The West Philadelphia 
Orchestra specializes in 
Eastern European folk music 
with a “punk rock, soul and 
cheescstcak" twist. Besides 
playing three dance-tastic 
music sets during their ener- 
getic NYE bash, they'll also 
dish out a traditional Balkan 
feast, which most likely 
includes mounds of meat and 
taters. 9 p.m., $20 <music)-$25 
(music and food). Tritone, 1508 
South St , 2 15-545-0475, tri- 
tonebar.com. 

(josh. middleton@citypaper. net) 




543-547 North Third Street. Philadelphia, PA 19123. Phone: 215-271-4263 
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SUSAN FENTON: WORK FROM BALLINGLEN 

Through Jan* 8, Schmidt Dean Gallery, 17 10 Sansoin 
SK215S69-9433.schmidtdean.com 
►THE IRISH SEACOASTwas a good choice for 
Susan Fenton's residency. That misty vastness; 
those stark, looming rocks; die pearly light: All 
are in harmony with the moody stillness that sur- 
rounds her typically static, theatrically clad female 
subjects. This time, Fenton took her pictures in 
the studio, but replaced her favorite models with 
pieces of litter, chunks of the traveling trash that 
washed ashore in the North Sea. The photographs 
are elegant and awkward. The detritus manifests 
an amusing gaucherie when hand-patinaed with a 
colorful, grubby h aze. The series succeeds as a com- 



mentary on the immortal gar- 
bage of the past, but the peachy 
freshness of flesh that dominates 
Fenton’s figure pieces is missed. 

Another group of earlier photos 
presents a provocative, almost 
baroque contrast to the Irish 
still Kfes. The “N octume" series 
records the almost diched objects 
that tend to gather in an artist’s 
; studio: bottles, jars, drapery. Soft 
gradations of light and shade 
are die result of long exposures, 
recording the passage of (he full 
moon over arrangements that 
might be suitable for a drawing 
dass. The generic, predictable 
quality is, oddly, part of their 
cha ito. This work, like the North 
Sea series, reflects Fenton’s feel- 
ing for geometric compositions. 

Nostalgia is the dominant 
mood of these paintings. Here 
it’s accompanied by a soup^on of 
foreboding like a brooding cello 
in the background. 

( r_rice@citypaper.net ) 
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s tron g 

IN THEATERS 

JANUARY 7 

WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY SHANA FESTE 



&**.*-*#** 

• Free Parking 
•Great after a workout 

• Facial Beauty 



Major CratJit Cards Accepted 




BRING IN THE NEW YEAR 
WITH GREAT LIVE MUSIC! 



SIZE MATTERS 

SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP OFFER: 

Purchase a 20 Session Personal Training Package, 

Get a 3 Month Membership FREE 

Give The Gift That Keeps On Giving! " 

info@fitinphilly.com 

JOIN US ON FHCEB0QKI.215-3I6 3333. http://WWW.FITINRHILIY.COM 
4415 Chestnut St. Suite 201 Philadelphia. PA19104 

•Offer good for new members only 'Expires 12/31/2010 




69th & Ludlow • Philo. PA 
f] Facebook.com/LiveNationPhilly 
t Twitter.com/TowerThoater 



Buy Tickets at LiveNation.com 










THE PERFECT 
FAMILY MOVIE 

FOR THE HOLIDAYS. 
IT’S BIG, 3D FUN!' 

Jim Ferguson, ABC-TV 

"CUTER THAN YOUR 
AV ER AGE FILM! 



WMKR BROSL FICTURESnsBiis 
A SUNSWEPT ENTERTAINMENT/De LINE PICTUHES I 
imssimnni RHYTHM 8 HOES 1001 BEAU" DAI AYKROYD 
JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE ANNA PARIS TOM CAVANAGH U MILLER 
“JOHN DEBNEY Sffi ANDREW HAAS JAMES DYEB IEE8ERGER 
“ a™, HA1A-BARBERA PRODUCTIONS 
*"1!JEFFREYVEITIMILIA s JOSHUA STERIII aid BRAD COPELAND 
DONALD 0e LINE KAREN ROSENFELT “S ERICBREVIG 



In Theaters and 3D 

Kid Size reaLD))3D Glasses at Select Theaters 



1 



t LISTINGS 1 



NOW SHOWING ■ CHECK DIRECTORIES FOR LISTINGS 



movi ©shorts 




+ NEW 

GULL IVER’S TRAVELS | D- 

If the current fever for 3D films dies as it has in every 
previous incarnation, cinema historians searching for the 
antithesis la Avatar can start at the day when Jack Black’s 
ass ccrack burst out of theater screens toward unsuspecting 
holiday-seuson audiences I f that image doesn’t exactly 
suggest the heightofSwifiian satire, you’re beginning to 
get the picture: The only indication that the screenwriters 
of this latest adaptation are even aware of the author's 
existence is when his name is glimpsed on the side of a boat 
— not, significantly, the one his title character takes to end 
up in the land of Lilliput.This is yet another adaptation 
that takes only the idea of a man amongst tiny people from 
its source, here employed foranother spin cm Black’s obnox- 
iousslacker-makes-good persona. This Gulliver is a maga- 
zine mail-room drone whose crushon travel editor Amanda 
Bret leads to an assignment in the Bermuda Triangle 
— best not to worry too much about the plot inanities, as 
they only lead to a slapstick robot bat tie that makes Toho’s 
wrestling rubber monsters look graceful. Call it a spoiler 
if you can be bothered to care, but all loose ends are sewn 
up via a performance of Edwin StarT’s"War” that suggests 
that the script’s final page read simply “Fuck it — insert 
Umarious Dshtick here" as its screenwriters succumbed to 
theirevidenlapa thy. —Sha tin Brady 

LITTLE FOCKERS I D* 

There's not much to say about Little Fockers — the third 
(and, with any luck, last) installment of a series of films 
based on one dumb joke — that you couldn’t guess from tile 
title. After Greg FbckertBen Stiller > gets grilled by h is future 
in-laws in Med the Ihri'nts and introduces them to his own 



wacky mom and dad in Meet the Fockers, Little Fockers is 
nothing but a variation on the theme. It picks up a few yearn 
later, alter Greg and his wife, Pam flVri Fhlol.have become 
parents themselves, much to I Ami's ex-military father's cha- 
grin. Spy-ganx 1 warfare between patriarch and prospective 
heir to the throne ensues. But if a Fodcered-up Home Alone 
is what you’re alter this holiday season, think again: The 
kids have no purpose except to recite lisped one-liners and 
projectile vomit on BenStiller. Most worrisome — aside from 

rassed few who’ve actually seen the first two movies — is 
that such an all-star cast < including 1 iarvey Keitel. Dustin 
Hofiman, Barbra Streisand and Robert freaking DeNiro) 
would collectively, or individually, agree to participate in 
such nonsense. Don't these people have anything better to 
do? Shouldn't they?— Carolyn Huckabay 

MADE IN DAGENHAM I B- 

“1 fough t Rommel in the war, you know I wasn't once 
scared like I am when 1 walk in there." Union organizer 
Alberti Bob Hoskins) gestures toward a room full of sewing 
machinists, his eyes wide. Workers for Ford in Dagen- 
ham, England, circa 1968 , the ladies perform what’s been 
recently termed “unskilled" labor, but they’re conv inced 
— in large part by Albert’s efforts — that as a group, they 
can make demands of the auto giant, including equal pay. 
This means they’re at odds not only with the company, but 
also with the U.K.'s male-dominated unions. Against these 
considerable odds, their real-life protest against sexual dis- 
crimination — on which Nigel Cole’s film is based — paved 
the way forthe Equal Pay Act of 1970. As spokeswoman 
for the 187 women, Rita (Sally I law kins) is predictably 
irrepressible, whetherset against her bosses or her son’s 
teacher) who assumes the boy s working-class background 






means he needs corporal punishment 
in order to “adapt" to genteel civiliza- 
tion). As the film celebrates Rita and 
her compatriots’ pluck and ingenuity, 
it makes some easy villains, especially 
when set. against Rita’s co- workers 

Winstone), alternately perky and 
vulnerable. It also resorts to (iumsy 
devices repeatedly: When, forexample, 
Rita asserts herself, demanding rates 
of pay that "reflect the job you do, 
not whether you’ve got a dick or not." 
close-ups of reactions reinforce un- 
necessarily who’s right and righteous. 
That would be the women. — Cindy 
Fuchs tRitz at the Bourse) 



RARE EXPORTS: A 

CHRISTMAS TALE I B 

Amid the flurry of department store a. 

Nicks and drunken Santa bar crawls, 

storiesstill bubble up right about now 

re: tho“real"St. Nicholas, the jolly old 

elf who, like, moonlighted slipping gifts 

however, those apocryphal tales have 
a dark twist. Lapland's O.G. Santa 
is Joulupukki, aka The Yule Buck or 
Christmas Goat, a cranky old bastard 
who didn’t give presents but demanded 
them. Director Jalmari Helander’s 
Rare Exports spins this icy yarn into a 
tale that's part Raiders of the Lost Ark, 
part Blair Witch Project. Just across the 



Russian border, Sub Zero Inc. is drilling 
atop a mountain: not for oil, but for a 
tomb where the native Saami people, 
who the old goat terrorized, allegedly 
buried him hundreds ofyeare ago. 
When Sub Zero reaches the icy grave, 
Ihe strangeness starts Children in the 

is the only child not missing — discov- 
ers the family’s pig head-baited wolf 
trap tripped by a still-breathing naked 
old bearded man (Rjeter Jakobi), the 
town’smendecide to hold him ransom, 
thinking he's a representative ofthe 
drilling company. < They demand 



compensation far their annual reindeer 
hunt getting the kibosh on account of 
the entire herd turning up suspiciously 
eviscerated.) Only Pietari, who’s read 
up on Santa's devilish past, seems la 
know what’sreally goingon.The film’s 
endisabit treacly in comparison tails 
supernatural horror set-up, but then 
again.il isa Christmas flick. — Brian 
Howard tRitz at the Bourse) 

TRUEGHTI B* 

second literary adaptation, True Grit 
is especially weighted with ties to the 
past,a!though Joel and Ethan Coen 
don't concern themselves overiy with 



( movie shorts 



the 19B9 adaptation of diaries Partis’ I 

novel.The Coens' 7>uc Grit is unchar- E 

images softened by the haze of frontier E3 

dust. Well, that and a thorough digital _ 

going-overinpostproducliontthemov- * 
ie has a plastic, sumetimessufibenting £ 
look akin to the brothers' overworked O “ 
Brother, Where ArtThou?}. Especially in “ 
the context ofthe Coens' oeuvre, where g. 

he inevitably brings with him an aura « 

of Dudelincss. casting Jeff Bridges as £ 

Rooster Cc^bum givesthe character a = 



RABBIT HOLE I B 

The death of a chi Id is tricky territory 
to negotiate onscreen. Ibo often, it's 
a lazily manipulative shortcut to an 
audience's most primal emotions; the 
threat of i I. makes for easy suspense, 
the depiction orevensuggestionof 
it, easy tragedy. By the time Rabbit 
Hole opens, Becca and Howie INicole 

already lost their son. a 4-year-old who 
clashed out in front of a car outside the 
family's house eight months earlier. 
John Cameron Mitchell's film, written 
by David Lindsay -Abaire from his own 
play, examines their grief but avoids 
wallowing in it, keeping a cool but 

to redefine their lives in the presence 
of an overwhelming absence. Nicole 
Kidman's porcelain beauty has proved 
an intractable obstade for many a 
director, butshe's perfectly cast here 
as a woman defined by control. We Ye 
offered no flashbacks to life before the 
accident, but Becca's backstory is con- 
stan lly showing up on her doorstep 
Her mother (Dianne Wiest) is flighty 
and fidgety, a damaged woman who 
chases unpleasantness away with 

(Tommy Blanchard) isa catalog of 
missteps, announcing her pregnancy 
after getting bailed out of jail for a bar 
brawl. It's evident from the couple's 
meticulously bland suburban home 
and her own icy manners that her li fe 

family's example Given Kidman's per- 

Eckhait as the husband more comfort- 
able displaying his pain. But his is 
perhaps the more complex character, 
simultaneously trying to hold on to 
every trace of his son's memory while 
pushing forward into a redefined life. 
Bu l the focus is on Kidman tamping 
clown melodrama to a volatile repres- 
sion, so the film becomes essentially 
about waiting for her composure to 
break down. When it does, the facade 
doesn't so much explode as melt into 

sheer pain. — S.B. tRitz Five ) 




U CRITICS’ CH OICE MO VIE AWARDS 

BEST PICTURE 

■Err BR1DOCS HJULEE STEINrELD JOEL Ic ETHAN COEN 

B EST ACTO R |EST ACTRESS B EST DIRECTO R 

SCREEN ACTORS GUILD 
AWARDS NOMINATIONS 

BEST ACTOR JEFF BRIDGES BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS HAILEE STEINFELD 



‘TRUE GRIT’ IS A NEW COEN BROTHERS CLASSIC. 

GREAT FILMMAKING.GREAT ACTING. 

GREAT MOVIE. SADDLE UP. 
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STARTS CHRISTMAS DAY! 



LANDMARK THEATRES 

RITZ FIVE CbrbOtj 215 



GOLDEN GLOBE NOMINATIONS 



BEST PICTURE 



GOLDEN GLOBE AWARD 

Best Actress - NICOLE KIDMAN 

Nicole Kidman is just astonishing- 

subtle. fierce bnnaltotmny. tender when you least expect it" 



Cos Angeles (Times 



FIGHTER 
m r 



TheFighterMovie.i 



NOW PLAYING AT THEATRES EVERYWHERE 



down in cold blood by the slow-witted 
Tom Chaney (Josh Brotin), first makes 
contact with Rooster, it's through the 
wall ofa privy. “The jakesis occupied" 
is his only response to her offer of cash 
for Ihe corpse of her father’skiller.A 
subject find broached in the vicinity 
or an open-airouthousc, vengeance 
in True Grit is a dirty business - not 
an eye for a n eye, but something more 
viscera!, and inevitably less just. Even 
in their most glib exercises, the Coens 
wrestle with mural issues, but they've 
rarely done so as nakedly as in True 
Grit, and it turns out that transparency 
doesn'tsuit them. The film's ersatz 
classicism feels more like an exercise 



than their overtly stylized films; it 
feds like there's mure ofthe Coens in 
Intolerable Cruelty or The Hudsucker 
Proxy than there is here. Bridges is 
in his performance up to the hips, but 
the movie doesn't gel its hands dirty. 
There's beauty to True Grit , but not 
enough depth. The Coens are revealing 
when theyVe got somewhere to hide. 

— Sam Adame IRead Adame' extended 
review at atypaper.net /movies.) 



+ CONTINUING 

127H0URSIB* 




WITHERSPOON AND RUDD 
SPAR BEAUTIFULLY, 

RELISHING JAMES L. BROOKS' 
TASTY DIALOGUE!’ 



"THE MUST-SEE MOVIE 

OF THE HOLIDAY SEASON." 



"ONE OF THE SMARTEST 
SWEETEST AND DOWNRIGHT 

BEST ROMANTIC 
COMEDIES IN YEARS! 



REESE OWEN RAUL asdJACK 

WITHERSPOON WILSON RUDD NICHOLSON 
A NEW COMEDY FROM WRITER-DIRECTOR JAMES L. BROOKS 

How Do You Know 



■11 Hill! mu itlBIlltai inHS II1KS INI II III' 111!) ■ 
..aim uni -sin in “»s bus a» i aim mill su 

"“Mi I 111! ill Hi Hi HI 111 Ml Bill 1 111(1 



CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES 



"FLAT-OUT THE FINEST 

ROMANTIC COMEDY OF THE YEAR! 

RICHARD CORLISS, TIME 



Ralston (Janies Franco) finds Ihe 
sticky end of solitude when he’s 

Like a steroidal Into tlw Wild, the 
movie fol lows Aron t o I he logical in d 
ofhis lone-wolflifestyle. leaving him 
with nothing but his wits and the 
contents ofhis backpack. It may take 
a whi le to recover from the movie's 
stomach-turning climax, but that's 
only because Danny Boyle succeeds 
so thoroughly in getting under your 
skin.— SA (Rite Five) 

BLACK SWAN I A- 

Although it'sset in the world of ball el. 
Darren Aronofsky's movie hi Is a pitch 
that would normally be called operatic. 
Natalie Butman is provisionally cast 
in her first lead, but she needs to prove 
she can dance both white and black 
swan in Swan Lake. Butman nails 
the glacial perfection of the first, but 
it takes bad girl Mila Kunis to get her 

does with a vengeance. As Butman's 
transformation progresses, Aronof- 
sky makes over her body, as well; she 

worthy of a Cronenberg heroine.The 
trouble is, Butman's role too closely 
matdies herown limitations. Even 
after the movie's over, you don’t quite 
buy ha- as the black swan. — £ A 



THE FIGHTER I B+ 

Whi le the true story of “Irish" Micky 
WardtMarkWahlberglhasall the 
makings of a Rooty -style “triumph of 
the human spirit,” David O. Russell 
finds plenty of fodder for his more 
caustic imaginings in Ward's family. 
The most monumental obstades Ward 
confronts come out of being born into 
a large Massachusetts don seemingly 
intent on undercuttingany chance of 
success in the name ofa delusional 
family hona. Russell at times suc- 
cumbs to a penchant fa cheap cari- 
cature, neva deciding between black 
comedy a hardscrabble drama. But 
he wisely keeps all the direct brutality 
within the aggressive messiness oflife 
outside the ring. — SB. 

HARRY POTTERANDTHE 
DEATHLY HALLOWS: PART 1 1 B 

This is less a battle of sparkly-wand 
wits and more an effet e col lege road- 
trip movie. A fuming Harry (Daniel 
Radcliffe), enraged by the death of 
Dumbledure, sets off on a soareh for 
the Horcruxcs, soul fragments Lord 
Vol demort (Ralph Fiennes ) has hidden 
to ensure he never really dies. Harry 
and his besties traverse landscapes 









+ REPERTORY FILM 



movie shorts | 



magical and muggle alike, wearing 
oversize sweaters, sulking and bicker- 
ing about which direction they're go- 
ing. Luckily, David Yales orchestrates 
a slew of exhilarating sequences that 
remind us why J.K. Rowling's universe 
is so compelling. —Drew Lazor 



HOW DO YOU KNOW IB- 




indicted by the feds, nobody seems 
bothered. Lisa (Reese Witherspoon), 
a pro softball player just cut from the 
team, distracts herself with goofy, 
philandering Matty (Owen Wilson); 
meanwhile George (Paul Rudd) is be- 

he didn't commit. Their lives intersect 
on a blind date, and a love triangle 
with a predictable ending ensuea How 
Do You Know lets its characters fallin 
love during the crappiest days of their 
lives — but how do you know their 
happy ending isn’t just a Band-Aid for 
their bigger problems? — CM. 

THE KING'S SPEECH | Be 

As the soon-to-be George VI, Colin 

ter that acts up around his domi- 
neering father. It grows bad enough 
for him to seek help from an oflbeat 
Australian. Lionel Logue ( Geoffrey 
Rush); Speech boils down to a series 
of confrontations between patient 
and therapist. Rush's flamboyance 
is tempered by Firth's muted sorrow, 
and his character's gradual opening 
gives Firth a chance to push past the 
boundaries of his own inferiority. 

The King's Speech ought to be the 
kind of tastefully tasteless fare that 
gives real dnephiles hives, but it’s too 
thoughtfully constructed to be Oscar 
bait. —SA. (Rilt Five! 

THE TEMPEST I a* 

Even with talent like I lelen Mirren. 
David Straithaim and Chris Cooper 
reciting the Bard’s lines, Julie Taymor 
feels compelled to outfit The Tempest 
with attacks by ravens, bees and 
hellhounds, while Ben Whishaw cork- 
screws in and out of corporeality like 
a wood-nymph Gazoo. Shakespeare 
doesn't appear to be the source for her 
visual fancies so much as an excuse 
forlhem.witheach aspect amplified 
to such an extent that everything 
threatens to drown out everything 
else. It'ssuchan unceasing assault 
on the senses that even after all the 
characters have been washed ashore. 

raging. SM. (Rib Five) 

THE TOURIST 

the watchers as the watched in the spy 
gome, but here the farmer are nothing 



but interchangeable Scotland Yaid 
funct ionaries under the command of 
a constantly frustrated Paul Bettany. 
The end result is that focus is repeat- 
edly yanked away from stars Johnny 
Depp and Angelina Jolie.and the 
script contrives to keep them apart. 

netian canal, meaningful glances and 
endless conversations take precedence 
over gunplay and movement, but this 
isn’t a thinking mans action film so 
much as a dullard’s. —SB. 

TRON: LEGACY IB- 

On paper, there are few things more 
dated than 19S‘2s Tron, the block- 
buster Ihatlhrew wisecracking hacker 
Kevin Flynn (Jeff Bridges) into a 
digital world ruled by polygonal air- 
ships with dueling Day-Glo jumpsuit 
warriors. But it’s maintained its 
luster: Personal technology is so soul- 
less, we’re all starved for any conceit 
involving glimmers of humanity 
fastened behind the circuitry. Picking 
up yeara after Flynn’s disappear- 
ance, TYon: Legacy focuses on his 
son, Sam (Garrett 1 ledlund ), a loner 
adrenaline junkie who gets zapped by 
a teleportation laser and finds hi mself 



on “The Grid. ” Flynn, turns out, has 
been t rapped inside the computer 
this entire time, betrayed by the CLU 
program he wrote to create a digital 
utopia. Sam.hellbenton busting out, 
relies on his“User"advantag(« to 
combat CLU and his battery-pow- 
ered goons. The visual powerof TYon: 
Legacy is undeniable, but remem- 
ber.thisis a Disney flick, one with 
muddled storytellingand puddle-deep 
character development. — D.L 

YOGI BEAR I F 

Yogi Bear has never really been 
anyone's favorite. The picnic basket- 
thieving bear is simply too shallow 
a creation to evoke more than a few 
chuckles. The problem fora filmmaker 
tasked with translatinghimintoa 
feature film, then, is how to build an 
entire narrative around such thin 
conceits. Hie answer, in this case, is 
to make Yogi a supporting character 

on the human denizens of Jellystone 
Dirk. This isn't one of those modern- 
day. self-aware takes on a cherished 
childhood memory. It'ssimply a care- 
less elaboration on a carefree original. 



MORE THAN ANY FILM IN HISTORY 




WINNER! 

CRITICS’ CHOICE 

AWARD NOMINATIONS 



BIST PICTURE 



WINNER! m 

GOLDEN GLOBE j 
REST PICTURE! 



BlackSwan 




CINEMA 16:9 

35 N. LansdowncAu:, Lansdowne, 
484-4694169. dnemal69.com. Son of 

( 1964 . Italy. 81 min. ): Hercules goes 

dragon. Tue., Dec. 28. 7 :30 p.m., free. 

COLONIAL THEATRE 

227 Bridge St . Phamixville, 610-91 7- 
1228.thecolonialtheatre.com. White 
Christmas 1 1954, US., 120 min.): 
There's nothing like a little Bing 
Crosby to put you in the holiday mood. 
Sure, Dec. 26, 2 pare, $8. 

FRIENDS OFTHE PHILADELPHIA CITY 
INSTITUTE LIBRARY 

1905 Locust St., 215-685-6621 , library. 
phila.gov. Love's Labour's Lost 
(2000, UK.. 93 min.): A Kenneth 



BranaghmusicalcomedystarringNa- j> 

than Lane. Wed.. Dec. 29, 2 p.m., free. S 

N. 3RD 3 

801 N.ThirdSt., 215-413-3666. s 

Fancy Pants Cinema Bring your * 

own VHS or DVD to this open-to-any- 1 

one short film screening. Tue., Dec. “ 

28, 10 pm., free. | 





) GOLDEN GLOBE' NOMINATIONS g 

( BEST ACTOR - JOHNNY DEPP X 
BEST ACTRESS* -ANGELINA JOLIE ■ 

BEST PICTURE ! 



“THRILLING...” 



ANGELINA JOLIE JOHNNY DEPP 
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open up and say arg 



M what 'm going on in Hr aiv lh. 




THURSDAY 

1Z23 



rock/blues 

PENROSE 

If anything’s been suddenly 
discovered amongst Philly's 
alt-band minions, it’s that 
sort of mussed- up. fuzz-toned 
shambling blues that John Lee 
Hooker started, R.L. Burnside 



picked up on and cats from 
Tbm Waits to Black Keys made 
skuzzy and pungent. TJ Kong ; 
does it hem, and The Great 
Vibration toy with it fondly. But 
Penrose cleans out the gullets ! 
and adds the blousy psyche- 
delic kink of Pink Floyd to the 

The Brothers Murphy open up 
and say “arg 1 ’ while stretch- 
ing the blues tostadium-size 
disgust, on tracks like “Suite 
for Stadt” and “Snowstorm." 
Rocking bosses with hot sauces. ; 
Penrose is. 

Thu-Dee. 23.8p.m., $10. wilh Hollis 

CINDERELLA 

family productions spun with 
dance, music, masks and pup- 
petry. They tour the country 



and all over the world, set tling 
at home occasionally to share 
a production. This year's treat 
is d ntlerella , which doesn't 
stint on the story’s darker 
side — the stepmother and 
stepsisters are big, ugly, larger- 
than-life puppets — butgrace- 

— Mark Cotta 




memorabilia 

+ THE 

THOMASHEFSKYS 

In The Producers, Max Bialy- 
stock claims to have learned 
his trade from “the great Boris 
Thomashefsky.'That'a pure 
fiction , of course, but there re- 
ally wasa Boris Thomaahelsky, 

theatrical impresario. Boris 
and his wife Bessie, basically 
created American Yiddish 
theaterin the late 1800s. The 
pioneering pai r enjoyed colon 



fulcareers, the life and times 
of which are brought to life 
at an exhibit at Gershman Y. 
Original posters, sheet music 
and photos offer a view of their 

art form that expressed the im- 
migran t experience and greatly 
influenced American popular 




Through Felt 20,fm,Boramky 



shopping 

HUDSON 
BEACH GLASS 

Christmas is in two days and 
you still haven’t gotten your 
boyfriend's moma gift that says 
“I definitely did not just pick 
someth ing completely random 
out at Target at the last mi n- 
ute." What’s a good girlfriend to 
do? Hop over to I ludson Beach 
Glass, open on Christmas Eve 
for all your thoughtful-gill ing 
needs. Grab her a hand-era lied 



Xeno bracelet, or sign up lor 
an ornament-making lesson 
with store owner Sean Gilvey 
— you'll come away with tree 
decor that!! not only up your 
DIYcred. but, score you some 
brownie points with your favor- 
ite guy’s second-favorite lady. 




dance party 

MIXTAPE 
EXCHANGE XMAS 

There's nothing more personal 
than a mixtape — a collection 
of songs thrown together to 
intimately describe what gets 
you psyched and ready to boo- 
gie. DJ Ruxbin, Shane SixTfen 
and Shawn Ryan are hosting 
a Secret, Santa mixtape dance 
party that, workslike this: 
Bring a mixtape on any format 
(CD, tape, flash drive) to trade 
randomly with someone else, 
then hit the dancefloor and 



groove till your heart’s content. 

—Sean Kearney 

S.SluSl.SlO-dSO-d^O. medusa- 



dinner/ comedy 

MOO SHU 
JEW SHOW 

It's clididd, but we Jews do find 

on Christmas Eve. Combin- 
ing that with another, equally 
true, cliche, the Gershman 

of Chinese food and Jewish 

will be complemented by 
comedic sets by NYC-based 
Jewish comedians Dan Natur- 
man, Jon Fisch and Marion 
Grodin, whose material will 
likely revolve around compar- 
ing Christmas to Hanukkah 
always good for a crying-on- 
the-inside kind of laugh. 







GIRARD & 
MONTGOMERY 



as always 



hi no cover, 
no worries 

new years ewe 



it's business as usual 



$2 TACOS 
EVERY SUNDAY 

from 7-Midnight! 



>e@mpuom(iiras _ 

Z champagne toast qt midnight 

224 s. 15th St 215.985.9600 
philadelphiapa^joo 



"OTpli SMS' 

y v | *3 » | ill open 1 1 :30am -2:00am cvtry <Ui 



WKKDAY HAPPY HOURS 

• s to / m • non tm 

comraiAfnr bar snacks dukwo happy mhk 

H THE DC 

xrs OfT DON TO VO w* Off SUN 
fOt At BOSmAlTTY HTtOVffS 

nONDAY 

SVflFT HALF DAY - 10 OZ DRAUGHT ISTERS AH 52 

TUESDAY 

■ IT5 K THE CAN - it 01 CLASSIC CANS FOR S2 
4 NEW CANS FOR SJ 
WEDNESDAY 

UVE TH HON Lift - TOLER NIGH Lift BOTTLES TO 

THURSDAY 

FMH If* AT 7tn BUOT A WEEKLY CHANGING 

cask ammoie aie wm HHPurwrAirr 
TREATS won THE KIKIHI 
SATURDAY 

• Si OfT DRIWS - i TO 3fn 

SUNDAY RJNDAY 

S6 SPECIALTY COCKTAILS ALL DAY LONG 

si OfT DRKKS iom TO i? mWGtfT 



Z2nd & Christian St. 

www.tliesidecarbar.com 



KRAFTW(o)RK 



Brunch 

Saturday & 
Sunday 

1 0:30am - 3pm 




[ the agenda ] 




THIRD EYE BUND 



soulfest 



WIZ KHALIFA w/Mac Miller 

MS. LAURYN HILL 
SLIGHTLY STOOPID 
GARY ALLAN 
G-UNIT COMEDY TOUR 



AT SHOWBOAT^mANTIC CITY 



MAROON 5 



Di.sii .mail) 



JANUARY 22 



JANUARY 30 



JIMMY EAT WORLD 



For Complete Concert Listings Log On To 



ticketmaster 



H JL Show and buffet packages available! 

Stay the night in VIP-stylo in one of our chic and exclusive House Of Blues Studio Suites. 

HOB Suite packages available on Ticketmaster.com. 







DECEMBER 31 


JANUARY 1 


JANUARY 8 
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SNYDERMAN 

GALLERY 



moro orotic jowelry than 
what Bruce Metcalfs got 
at Snyderman Gallery this 
season. Each smartly crafted 
piece is a clever contempla- 

that prickly ball? What's with 
the luscious lips resting on a 
key? Have fun coming to your 
own conclusions on what it 
all means. Three additional 
artists share the space: Doug 




woodworks present detailed 
trompe 1'ooil that conjure 
magical stories: and Deborah 



topographical imagery. 






Cell ry 303 Cl ty St. 115 138 9576. 



FRIDAY 



12.24 

holiday radio marathon 

24-HOUR 
HOLIDAY RADIO 
SHOW ONWPRB 

My pal Jon Solomon's gotta 

Christmas Jew of all time. 
Every Christmas Eve at 6 
p.m., he signs on to WPRB 
(Princeton's radio station) and 

music. And doesn’t stop Until 6 
pm. Christmas day. This year’s 
show will be his 22nd such 

has grown way beyond "Silver 
Bells” and “Silent Night.” When 
I asked him to name some fa- 
vorites he was looking forward 



to dusting off this year, ho 
balked. Balked) "With 1.8 days 
of high-quality digital hies on 

LPs. CDs and 45s. I don't know 

tion like this.” He was able to 
throw together a list of new ac- 

to spinning: Comedy Death Ray 
Xmas CD 2010, “David Christ- 
mas" by Fucked Up, Saniastic 
V: Snow. Mon! mash-up collec- 
tion, A Very Special Mothguts 

"Child s Christmas In Wales" 
and Winechuggers' “Face Down 
at Christmas Again," Could one 
of these contain a brand-new 
timeless holiday classic? Yep. 
The one by Mothguts. 

hi. Dee. 24.6 p.m. -Sat , Dee. 26.6 pm., 
WPRB 103 3 PM. uprkeem. 

unholidays 

BEING JEWISH AT 
CHRISTMAS 

Do you hear what I hear? 



ALL THE WINTER SEASONAL- BEERS 
UNDER ONE ROOF! 




Ar the Starlight Ballroom 

$40 ♦ 60 Plus Beers! 

(Unlimited Samples) 

JANUARY 2 2ND • 2011 

WINTERBEERFEST.COM 










SCHMITZ 



Check website for details 



7(2 R South Street . 267-90!) : 88 
, AvAw.btauha 1 fisdttMlz.coir 

N.wR^hvPhill„R.. r < r . 



215.545.4101 • 263 S. 15th Street 
www.josepistolas.com 



tvorl? 1 C$fe LfVe 

ASSEMBT.YOP(g>UST 

ADAin EZRA GftOilP 

wejDijt^sDAa, DCQcmBCft 29 • spin 



.SWG-a-IonG °rMvSiC 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 1 • 2 SHOWS! • 12PM KIDS SHOW A 7PM 



Stimulus Philly Winter Wonderland Ball 1/28 
12th Planet 1/29 • Excision 2/9 
SOJA 2/10 

Whitechapel 2/15 • Rooney 2/17 
Plain White T’s 2/19 
Parkway Drive 2/27 



334 SOUTH ST. PHILADELPHIA 
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12/26 • jaxon's Mistletoe jam 4 
with IKE and more! 

12/28 • Love Actually FREE MOVIE SCREENING 

12/30 • Gandalf Murphy 
i/6 • One Child Bom: 

The Music of Laura Nyro 
i 8 • Cheers Elephant 
1/14 • The Smithereens 
i/iR • Fitz & the Tantrums 
1/19 • Sister Hazel 
, • Jarrod Gorbel 



Brauhaus 



Specializing in all things German: food, service, music 
and. of course. beer. 

Join us New Year's 
Eve for our 
"Silvester Party" 

Gliihwein is back! 

Perfect for a cold day! 

oin us every Thursday 
for Flight Night 



MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL 
AND TO ALL A GIANTS SUCK!!! 



EAGLES GAME SPECIALS 

Specials Include our gourmet hot dog menu, the return of the 
scrapple choesesteak " Buddy Style". S3 Sly Fox cans. Ithaca 
Apricot Wheat and one rotating craft draft special. SIS pitchers of 
margarltas. S4.50 Bloody Marys. 



JOIN US FOR FLYERS GAME 
SPECIALS 



HAPPY HOUR 5-7 PM 

St 5 pitchers of margarltas • S2.50 Crapland bottles 



BEER BAR TAQUERIA 



NEW YEAR’S EVE 

Miller Lite, PBR & Lager S2.50 
Complimentary champagne toast 









[ the agenda ] 



ROOSEVELTS & 80am VII 

23RD & WALNUT. 215.569.8879 



NEW 

I YEAR'S EVE 

i HAPPY HOUR 

g S30 Open Bar with Buffet 

s Full Menu & Cash Bar Available 

£ SIS Three-course Dinner 



THURSDAY QUIZZO 

Voted Best of Philly * S3 Craft Pints 



FRIDAY HAPPY HOUR 

lc Drinks & Drafts. 5-7pm 



EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT 

lc Drinks & Drafts, 10pm - 12am. Food Buffet 

EAGLES VS. VIKINGS 

Sunday, 8pm 

$2 Bud Lights * Bucket Wings 



FLYERS GAMES 

S2 Bud Lights 



ROOSIVELTS23.COM 






The National Museum of 



American Jewish History's 
'Being Jewish at Christmas" 


SATURDAY 




12.25 


i vmmi 


CHRISTMAS 
DAY CROSSING 


lifts even the most distraught 
youngster out of his mistle- 
toe-less malaise. Featuring 
live music from Jon Nelson 


Bundle up with the folks at 
Washington Crossing Park 
to re-enact ol' George's iconic 
crossing of the Delaware, 


comedy (and other astounding 
feats) from Michael Rosman 
(pictured) and the mad-sci- 

festivities are included with 
(he price of museum admis- 


for Revolutionary troops 
to endure the intense cold 
without adequate clothing 
and footwear might not be the 
jollicst of thoughts, but if s a 


in free. Santa who? 


tion. The park offers a bounty 
of information on the famous 


fVc. D.C 24. 10a.rn.-2pm.. fm Mtk _ 


happily set you straight on 




Emanuel Loutze's famous 
painting of the event took a lot 




ANNUAL 

UGLY 

SWEATER 

CHRISTMAS 

KARAOKE 

PARTY 

SSO CASH PRIZE! 

THURSDAY DECEMBER 23rd 10-2AM 
CANDY APPLE SHOTS & 

HOT HARD CIDER S3I 
S5.50 HOUDAYDRINKSI 
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shoppingspree 

By Julia West 




>• NINO BY BELA SHEHU 

The backbone ol Bela Shehu'snewline, 
NINO. Is shape. Or maybe It’s versatiity. 
or perhaps lunction. The point is that 
it's nearly impossible to pinpoint one 
aspect as the most dominate thread in 

The forces that come through in her 
designs are like some ani mated trifecta 
otsuperheioes.eachwith its own special 
badass power — and together they cre- 



Partally inspired by the stylingsof Joan Shepp, NINO is a juxtaposition of 
boxyand sleek. Curvedspines bend the silhouette and push out the back of 
a jacket or dress And tubular sleeves — a favorite of Shehu to — make an 
appearance on manyof her tops, boleros and lier famouscape, which comes 
in three dfterent lenglhs creating three dramatic stand-alonestatementsTry 
the longer one tor ladylike, timeless appeal; the shorter one comes across as 
casual and youthful; and the teeny, tiny one is playful and sprightly. 



we view pa Hem making," says the local designer. And that's what this line 
reflect, a bold stance against bodngdothesanddull shapes Oh, andthe'we" 
Shehu Is referring to is herself, twointams and a handful of seamstresses. 
That's the entire team. Thaf sail it takes to make a line of 45 pieces and styles 
that are coheswe, sexy and strong. Sokeep youreyes peeled for boutiques 
stockingdudsfromtieNINO ine. Myhunch? It won’t be long before you see 
Ptiladelphiansdecoratrg tie sidewalks drapedin capes, like Jackie Os tor 
the modem mllennium. Formoreintormaion, visitshehu.net 



(juHa.west@ciypaper.net) 






of surprising artistic liberties. 
Like, a whole lot. 


himself a niche in that line of 
singing sloryspinnera After the 
Wake (self-released) is his latest 


Sat-.Dm 23. 1 fun. fire. Workington 
Oarning llulorical Dirk. It 12 Hirer 
Hoad. Worhingaa Crowing, 315493- 


brings with it .Tuesday at the 


TUESDAY 


a band ) promises to play all the 

tunes he has come to appreaa te 
more with a bit of distance. 


12.28 

folk/roots 

JOHN BYRNE 

Bade what John Byrne was 
living in Dublin and music was 
just a side thing, he didn't play 
Irish music as much as he does 
now as a Rshtownie. When 
Byrne was growing up he was 
fascinated with things Ameri- 
can. Bob Dylan in particular. 
He went on to explore Dylan's 
influences, people like Woody 
Guthrie and Ramblin' Jack 
Elliot and, eventually, carved 


Sr, 2IS-928-0978.tiiiangel.aim. 
WEDNESDAY 


12.29 

Jazz 

BLACKBIRD SOCI- 
ETY ORCHESTRA 

Thisoccasionally 11-piece 
ensemble (sometimes stripped 
to a single strolling violinist. 



namely Michael Sals burg) 
does the hot-jazz thing and 
covers Joe Venuti. Eddy Lang, 
Stephana Grappelli and Django 
Reinhardt or reaches into the 
songfaook of Marty's playful 
lave, Louis Armstrong. The 
Blackbird Society Orchestra 
also has authentically arranged 
tunes of composers Hoagy Car- 
michael. Fats Waller and Duke 




Ellington. ForWednesday's 
gig at Chris'.improvisational 
comet ist Bix Beiderbecke and 
amiable saxophone legend 
Frankie TYumbauer are at the 
top of the Blackbird's parking 
order. Needless to say, it'll be a 
hot time in the old jazz cafe 

Cop. Nil So mom Si. 2I5-56S-3I3I. 



rock/pop 

MAN MAN/ 

GOGOL BORDELLO 

This is one demented double 
bill. Bumped from their usual 
New Year's Eve performance 
slot. Gogol Brrdello nonetheless 
returns to the Electric Factory 

from their globally influenced, 
politically charged Trans-Con- 
tinental Hustle (DMZ). Also 
performing is Unity's Man Man, 
who've bear working on a new 
album while leader Honus Bon- 
us also concentrates on Mister 
Heavenly, his new project with 
Islands' Nick Thorbura and 
Modest Mouse's Joe Plummer. 



Wed. Dec. 39. 8 pm.. S37.50-S37.40. 



Icitypaper.net 



• FOR COMPREHENSIVE 



C1TYPAPER NET/LISTINGS. 



NEW YEARS EVE 10 11 








KENNETT 

So. End 

267.687.1 426 848 So 2nd St Queen Village (2nd at Christian) 

Craft Beers On Tap Including 
Cask ESA On The Beer Engine 
' 20 Wines By The Glass Or Bottle 
’ Old Fashioned Cocktais 

* Local And Sustainably Sourced Menu 

* Open At 4pm For Dinner And 
Late Night Dining Tues-Sun 

’ 12pm For Luncn On Sat/Sun 
‘ Open 9am-6pm New Year's Day 
For All You Eariy Two Streeters 1 




YARDS 

BREWING COMPANY 



Ring In New Year’s Eve With 
A Four Course Yards Beer Dinner 
Call For Reservations, Space Is Limited I 



Striving To Become Philadelphia's First Restaurant/Bar 
Certified By The Green Restaurant Association 







$69.95 per person 



V\/w. •! 



includes lax & gratuity 






wMm'g's ", 



16 Walnut St. Philadelphia, PA 
215-4527-7676 




CALL 21 5.840.3577 FOR TICKETS / GROUP DISCOUNTS i W IV ■ 

HOT HORS D'OEUVRES FROM AROUND THE WORLD / WATCH THE BALL DROP ON 6 NEW FLAT SCREENS / 2 FLOORS - 3 BARS 
FREE CHAMPAGNE TOAST AT MIDNIGHT / DJ JON GILL / PARTY FAVORS + MORE / GRATUITY NOT INCLUDED 

iiwai lomDL im Sanaa n mtAiiiMUsn 






m 



TAVERN 



'17 



Phiiiy's Sexy, Stylish, Sizzling 

iBrntt Street Bash 

A SPECTACULAR NEW YEARS EVE GALA 



[ JOIN US ] 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 

DINNER 6pm-10pm LIVE MUSIC 9pm-11pm 
KARAOKE 11pm-1 :30am 






iv i w ■ .1 ciA4<r\ 



Keepin’ it Simple, Keepin’ it Cheap. 

DOWNSTAIRS 

NO COVER • POOL* SHUFFLEBOARD • DARTS 

• ♦ UPSTAIRS 

In The Metropolitan Lounge 

$30 OPEN BAR 

Including Craft & Import Drafts. Wine & 

Mixed Drinks 9-1 lpm 

11-lam $3 Domestic Bottles & $4 Mixed Drinks 

Cash Cover @ The Door. For 0- 1 1 Open Bar Participates Only. 
Arrive early. We will reach capacity. 




118 Chestnut St- Philadelphia 215.574. 766S bufTalobilliards.oom/philadelphla 





12/31 



'Ini 



Saxophone greats: Bootsie Barnes & 
Larry McKenna with the Tom Lawton 
Trio 



12/29 

Blackbird Society Orchestra plays tribute to 
Bix Beiderbecke & Frankie Trambaurer 

- 7-iopm sio. /■ We are open ror the parade! 

Then WebS Thomas plays the first show of the 
New Year with Monnette Sudler and Jamaaladeen 
Tacuma playing the music of 4 ®^ 

Stevie Wonder 



Hoppin John Jazz Orchestra 

- 10-2AM" $10* 






12/30 



-.v-iy 



Jump City Jazz Orchestra 

- 7-10PM $15 * 

'To prc-purchasc tickets dill now: 215-568-3131 



8PM-11PM 








Chris' Jazz Cafc 

1421 Saraom Street. Phila, PA 19102 | 215-568-3131 




"This brash piece hasn't been done prolessionally in Philadelphia until now, and is getting , 
exhilarating local premiere by New City Stage Company." — Philadelphia inqui 



New City Stage Company 



rritten by Christopher Durang 
Hrected by Ryder Thornton 



Now thru January 9, 2011 

Adrienne Theatre 

2030 Sansom St, Philadelphia 

www.NewdtyStage.org | 215.563.7500 

*Buy 2 for 1 Tickets Online with code CP2* 



New Year's Eve 

Special Performance: 

Reception starts at 6 pm 

includes hors d 1 oeuvres and wine 

Show starts at 7 pm 

Enjoy complimentary food & champagne with 
the cast after the show, with plenty of time to 
get to that New Year's Eve party afterwards. 
Prizes, giveaways & more! 

;* Only $15 at the door with this ad 
or online with code NYEdsct * 



mwm 



6:00 sealing, includes 4 courses: 50 
8:30 seating, includes 6 courses, midnight toast & 
Live Ragtime Jazz with Drew Nugent & 

The Midnight Society: 85 
CENTER CITY RESTAURANT WEEK, 

01/16-01/28/11 



COOKING CLASS, 

02/18 from 10 to noon 
• class only 50, 
• class & lunch 75, class & dinner 100 





f&d 



foodanddrink 



- Pfi portioncontrol 

| BS By F«Ucla D'Ambroslo 



I FLY VEGANS FLY 



1 BLACKBIRD PIZZERIA 1 507S. Sixth St., 215-625- 
“ 6669 blackbir0izzeriacom. Open Tue.-Sat. (and 
Mon., beginning mid-Jan.), 11 a.m.-10pm.;Sun, 11 
am. -9 p.m. Pi22a, $2.50-519 ; sandwiches, S7-S8; 
salads, S7-S7.50: sides, S3-S4. 



VEGANSMAKEAalotof noise. ThatSone rea- 
son you've probablyheatd of Blackbird, the vegan 
pizzeria run by Mark Mebusand Ryan Moylan. Eaters 
who eschewanimal products have flocked here 
since Octoberfor Daiya cheese pies, seitan cheese- 
steaks and barbecue portobello sandwiches. 

Unlike tofu- based cheeses. Daiya'stapioca/arrow 
root/vegetable oil combo melts, making it ideal 
for vegan pizza-making. It adds texture to Mebus’ 
crisp-bottomed, airy pies. Among Blackbird’s most 
successful varieties are the Daiya- and garlic " but- 
ter-dressed Fungi, lavished withcrimini and white 
mushrooms and thyme ; and the Haymaker, with 
more garlic butter (roasted garlic, Earth Balance, 
shallots), Upton's seitan sausage, oregano and 
Mebus' bright tomato sauce. Eggplant and broc- 
coli rabe, plus more spicy seitan, added authentic 
flavor to the South Ptiilly slice. 

Though glazed with cheddar-style Daiya, even 
caramelized onions and sliced jalapenos couldn't 
rescue the Nacho slice from blandness, while the 
U presenceofavocadoservedonlytoremindmewhy 
^ they're rarely seen cn pizza — theytum slimy when 
g subjected to searing oven heat. 

1 Thin-sliced seitan. tarted up with mushrooms, 
e grilled onions and green peppers, cradle enough 
“ Daiya to fuse into an appealing goo —just like a 

- realcheesesteak-Cornmeal-crustedslicesoffrled 
portobello come layered with homemade barbecue 

- sauce and crunchy slaw. The tofu Cubano melds 

2 chewy baked soy proteii with Upton's Naturals pep- 
| peroni. Dijon aioli. pickles. wliite Oaiya and onbns in 

- a smoky approximation of the mother sandwich. 

° Butwhile Mebus' command of vegan cooking 

", Is excellent the flavors he works so hard to create 
S aresuffocatedinsideBakerStreetBreadCo.rolls, 

3 which manage to be tou^itrut not crusty. Andsince 
S the primary proteins here are starch-derived, the 
2 sandwiches can come off overly carb-y. 

j* Blackbirdstastiestbitesshowcasewhole foods, 

% ratherthan multipte-ingredient facsimiles. Topped 
J with razor-thin slices of potato, the rosemary- 
s and sea-salt-fleckedYukon is the best slice in the 
s house.Palredwiththeentree-sizesaladofroasted 
i mushrooms, baby spinach, shaved raw fennel 
“ and vegan Dijon, you can have an ideal meal no 
5 matter where you stand on the moral i mplica- 
J tions of butter. 

„ (iestaurants@dtypaper.net) 




[ review ] 

REACH IT BY RAILWAY 

JG Domestic doesn't care how you get there 
— just get there however you can, 

By Adam Erace 



JG DOMESTIC Cira Centre, 2929 Arch St., ground floor, 2 15-222-2363, 
jgdomestic.com. Lunch served Man.-Fri„ 11:30 a.m.-3pm.; dinner served 
Mon. -Sat.. 5-lOp.m. Bar menu, $3-$16 ; dinner menu, $4-$38; dessert, $8- 

O n a cold night in December, the Cira Centre stands alone. 

The highways and byways surrounding this beautiful 
pariah’s plot at once make it Philadelphia’s 
best-connected and most isolated building. There 
are many reasons Jose Garceselected to open his 
seventh Philadelphia restaurant, JG Domestic, 
in its lobby, gravesite of Daniel Stem’s Rae, but 
none of diem - — municipal incentives, built-in 
lunch and happy-hour business, low-hanging corporate catering, the 
fact that Garces lives five blocks away — are very comforting during 
the hike from Market Street’s meters. Savvy commuters and Cira 
tenants have already embraced JG, but the location makes it hard 
for the rest of us to join the group hug. 

“Originally, I saw the location as a challenge,” Garces said during our 
interview, “but I feel if you put out a good product, people will come.” 
If you arrive through 30 th Street Station, you’ll descend into JG 




Domestic on a silver escalator. Viewed from the top, the restaurant 
seems to sprout from the tile floors, cordoned offby a green perim- 
eter of red aimed -oak planterboxesand latticed arbor. GRG designer 
Jun Aizuki hasdone a remarkable job adding dimension and texture 
to a space with all the natural warmth of an O.R., covering the diairs 
in checked fabrics, running backpack straps down the cushions of 
die booths and shooting live frees through the communal tables. 

Butwhile the room has character to spare, it lacks the energy you'll 
find in Garces’other restaurants. Due to its geography, JG simply 
isn't the kind of place you can just pop in to for a drink — though 
thoughtful cocktails like the absinthe-kissed City of New Orleans 
and die stiff smoky Empire Builder make me really want to. 

Advance planning isrequired and rewarded, because even at 
three months old, the cooking here, executed by diefDave Conn, 
is largely up to snuff J Gs all-American menu is new to the GRG 

empire, but fans will pick up on die common 
VORc -OOD AND threads — shareable small plates; sangria; 
^ pg / and a killer chicken dish, the bar menu’s 
ME a .Ticket bombshell, arriving cornflake -encrusted 

with white yam puree, red cabbage/green 
apple coleslaw and liver gravy. 

Lest he provoke purists’ ire, Garces wisely doesn't call thatdish 
fried chicken. It contains no bones and may or may not contain dark 
meat, in direct violation of the fried -chicken rule book. Rulebook, 
schmulebook. Moist (thank a three-hour sous-vide) and subtly sweet 
(thanks to diat cereal crust), this bird is so satisfying I’ve already 
applied for a job with Brandywine Realty Trust just so lean have it 
once a week at happy hour. 




+ Reach It by Railway 

«< contin ued from prev mb page 

The hits greatly out- 
number the misses 
at JG Domestic. 

The chicken is also a great deal at $16, as was the 
featured “Whole Animal” the night 1 dined, a bronzed 
Griggstown pheasant whose succulent legs and breast 
came with tiny turnips for $28, aThanksgiving feast I 
could barely finish. It’s hard to reconcile those dishes with 
something like the striped bass, a laughable $25 fillet the 

There were some other irksome details. If JG isn’t going 
to pop the trendy heirloom popcorn to order before toss- 
ing with dehydrated cheddar and grated horseradish, 
it should at least be warm. And come to think of it, that 
pheasant, though delicious drizzled with an intense, map- 
ley j us, wasn't very hot, either. 

For dessert, the beignets are overwrought and klutzy. 

I picked up the first doughnut to dip into the thimble of 
Maker’s Mark butterscotch — too thin, too sweet, too boozy 
— and a landslide of white sugar slid off its surface, turn- 
ing my plate into Dobi Mazar’s coffee table in Goodfcllas. 
"The beignets are the best tilings I've ever eaten in my 
life,” my chipper waiter chimed in. Poor guy. 

That said, the hits greatly outnumber the misses at JG 
Domestic, Crispy croquettes filled with molten sugar- 
pumpkin puree and Coach Farm’s chevre; the cute “Slim 
JG,” spicy housemade salami sticks rifling on Garces’ 
favorite childhood snack; cider-glazed lamb ribs, their unc- 
tuousness cut by the sprightly acid of Honeycrisp apples 
roasted with bourbon and bacon. 

Order anything with mushrooms, whether Oregon chan- 
terelles and chopped black truffles on crunchy, cheddar- 
veiled semolina flatbread or maitakes roasted with garlic 
and parsley and served over velvety Anson Mills polenta. 
And because baby, it’s cold outside, expect feel-good fat- 
builders like decadent duck rillettes parfaits layered with 
foie-gras mousse and orange gel6e, as well as a Swiss- 
perfect fondue made with Keswick Creamery’s Trftegs- 
washed Tommenator. It was gooey enough to eat with a 
spoon, which is exactly what I did when the sliced green 
apples and twisty, butter-glossed breadsticks were gone. 

As you can see, JG layers on the richness like so many 
winter coats. And in the case of the novel crosnes — tubers 
with the crunch of a sunchoke, served with potato gnocchi, 
crispy artichokes and brown butter — it was just too much. 
When that happens, retreat to the “Market Raw” seafood 
starter. One dinner featured pink-tipped petals of Florida 
snapper crudo that, with beads ofhackelback caviar and 
finger lime gathered at the edges of the fish like sea foam, 
exceeded the considerable virtues of all the ceviches I’ve 
had at Chifa and Distrito. The green and onyx pearls 
exploded like paparazzi flashes of salty and sour, illumi- 
nating the snapper* s clean, scallop-like sweetness. 

I wish I could have this crudo again, but the Market Raw 
changes weekly. So do many of JG’s other menu items. The 
stingy-portion striped bass is now black cod. The passing of 
a poached pear has made way for maple souffle. “That's the 
beauty of what we’re doing here,” said Garces. “Unlike the 
Spanish spots, where once we find our ham guy, that’s it, 
here we’re going to continue to evolve.” 

Is a shuttle from Center City too much to ask? 

(adam.erace@citypaper.net) 
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Let the 
feeding 
frenzy 
begin. 

Food news, recipes, 
menu exclusives 
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[ this week In eats ] 



food & drink 



GRACE 

tavern 

a lovingly restored 

; -Grig } neighborhood tavern®^®' 

greet beer, win* & spirits 


full menu ll;30am - 2am doily 


Moroccan Cu 

Eipetienc* Royal Htnpitt 
Dining under * Moroce 

LET’S WELCOME 
THE MOROCCAN 


SB 
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1 5:30pm 

1 Belly Dancers 

9PM-CLOSE V 

8 Course Meal VP 
Belly Dancers 

■ Complimentary champagno 




Philadelphia Bar X.' fiesldurant 



v6 t 1*5*45, 



NEW YEAR’S DAY 

BRUNCH 



li 



STARTS AT 11AM 



' 120 Market Street 

philadelphiabarandrestaurant.com 
215-925-7691 



WITH ANV $10 CERTIFICATE PURCHASE 
OR $10 WITH $20...etc. 




+ WHAT’S COOKING 




Pub & Kitchen Boxing Day Celebration Sun., Dec. 26, 
11 a.m., pay as you go ► Boxing Day, aka the day after 
Christmas, isn't as popular in America as it is abroad, 
but Pub & Kitchen is observing it regardless. It seems an 
appropriate holiday for chef Jonathan Adams to take on, 
given his penchant for U.K-friendly food. P&K’s celebra- 
tion will start at 11 a.m. and go into the evening — they’ll 
be cooking Creekstone Farms' English prime rib with 
Yorkshire pudding (Brits love their puddings!), as well 
as two firkins from Yards. Pub & Kitchen, 1946 Lombard 
St., 215-545-0350, thepubandkitchen.com. 

New Year’s Eve at Kanella Fri., Dec. 31, 5-11 p.m., 

$65 ► Konstantinos Pitsillides will be offering a very 
special Cypriot-style menu for his NYE dinner, including 
pan-fried pumpkin with crushed pepper, thyme honey 
and homemade labneh; grilled monkfish with braised 
octopus, coriander seeds, Sardinian fregula and wild 
mushrooms; and lavender mousse with preserved figs. 
Reservations required. Kanella, 1001 Spruce St., 215- 
922-1773, kanellarestaurant.com. 

New Year’s Eve at Caf6 Estelle Fri., Dec. 31,6 and 9 
p.m., $65-$75 ► Breakfast/brunch hotspot Caft Estelle 
will be cooking into the night on NYE, with a five-course 
tasting. Chef Marshall Green is planning on serving 
dishes like fluke crudo, Portuguese fish stew and truffled 
mushroom cannelloni; the dinner is $65 at 6 p.m., and 
$75 at 9 (the second seating includes a complimentary 
Champagne toast). Reservations required. Cafe Estelle, 
444 N. Fourth St., 215-925-5080, cafeestelU.com. 

New Year's Eve Dinner and New Year’s Day 
Brunch at London Grill Fri., Dec 31, 5:30-10:30 p.m; 
Sat., Jan. 1, noon-midnight ► Fairmount’s London Grill 
will be hosting a New Year’s Eve dinner in addition to 
offering the regular a la carte menu on Dec. 31. Chef 
Michael McNally will be serving up items like ricotta 
cavatelli with wild boar ragout, greens and pecorino; 
and whole red snapper. On New Year's Day, they’ll open 
for brunch beginning at noon, offering a Bloody Mary 
bar as well as hangover-zapping dishes like chili dogs 
and a pork belly Reuben. London Grill, 2301 Fairmount 
Ave., 215-978-4545, londongrUl.com. 

—Rachel Burgos 











S25/ADULT $i5/CHILD 



RESERVATIONS ENCOURAGED 
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In South Philadelphia 

Only $11.99 
LUNCH BUFFET 

*11. - Sat: 11 :00am - 4:00pm. A dolt: S 5.99. Child (2-9):S3.49 

DINNER BUFFET 



THURSDAY 12/23 

SANTA’S 

COMING! 

He's bringing us presents & i grot selection of Holiday 
Brews including Trocgs Mad Elf & Delirium Noel. 
Get your picture taken with Mr. Claus himself. 



637 N. 3rd Street . PHILADELPHIA 

215 - 627-6711 



Mar india 



7 DAY LUNCH & 
DINNER BUFFET 



220 South 17th Street ' 215/790-7758 

tavern17restaurant.com 



10% OFF 11 $5.00 OFF 

TOTAL CHECK 1 | TOTAL CHECK 



MIDDLE EASTERN & LEBANESE CUISINE SINCE 1986 

( MfshtfPP/in f/sn. CuiAt/U. . X)p(fl 7 d/Ufi CL Ufttk. 

Hummus, Kibeh, Kabob, 

Grape Leaves, Falafel. and Seafood specialty 

616 S. 2 nd Street 
215.925.4950 
www. cedarsrestaurant . com 



MINAR 



PALACE 



NEW WALNUT STREET 
LOCATION 



.rpe aL 

ticket’s 



FROM THE w 7 

WEEKEND 



Eat or drink any- 
thing good this 
weekend? 
We want to hear 
about it! 

cltypaper.net/notes 



| JOIN US | 

CHRISTMAS DINNER 

1 2noon - 8pm 



I 







[i love you, i hate you] 



w how to get through to you. I 



| DIE HIPSTERS Dl 
•ning and 



Doyc 



s?When 



and that 



u have a 



it behavior 



friends, don’t make up bullshit excuses to brea 
them, and then post pictures of you on facebool 
■ having fun somewhere else. You are hurting th 
who love you the mast, and it really has to stop 
or you will find yourself without anyone. I am 
pleadingwithyoutostopbemgabadfriend.lt 



CENTER CITY MISANTHROPE 

You spiteful cunt . Where do I begin? Who the fuck 
gave you the goddamned right to make everyone 

ou t? News fl ash you sadistic bi tch- you are 
fucking lucky to be gainfully employed in this 
stagnant, pond water economy. It is not about the 
job market, though. You know nothing about the 
technology that you work with. I am starti ng lo 

mental handicaps. 1 havejust offended you by 
insinuating that she is on your level. I constantly 
help you out an d you do nothing but stab me in 
the back as you throw me under the bus If you 






se young. skinny. DEAD EYED, sullen i 
I am keeping a bag of sticks in my purs 
ill throw them in your bike spokes asya 
it me. And 1 will laugh when you fall do' 
so boring - all of you. 






might 



be bearable. Many people have di 
visage as ‘pit bull-like', but they are wrong. You 
have the facial structure of a gorilla. Now you 

not be helped. The perfect description of you is a 
malicious inbred hillbilly gorilla How can you be 

of your eight hour work day. Trust me. your co- 
workers and I will throw you one hell of a fucking 

DOCTOR, DOCTOR 

Doctor, you nursed me back to health in a figura- 
tive sense. Although you are a literal doctor I 
have seen your stethoscope. All of that is mere 
happenstance and coincidence since you made 
me feel good on the inside. Again, not the literal 
inside like my organs and whatnot because I 
am actually in considerable pain due to the ir- 
ritable bowel syndrome you have been unable to 

on the lips, and my 
entire head was more or less bandaged due to a 

tients I am so you can make the first move. Both 
the knee, if that helps you. 

HIPSTERS OF PHILLY 



control. I remember c 






so predictable - a 



rics. You a re STORE BOUGHT 
BITCHES. I CANTSTAND YOU. You make me 
want to move. 1 hate your bikes. I hate your pipe 
smoking, weird brown flat girl shoe wearing, pot 
smoking, pbr drinking, aspiring shitty artist guts. 



entlym 



m PA, an 



I WAS DIGGING YOU! 

You know that I was really liking you! 1 wonder 
what the luck that summer was cause I just 
can't understand the shit. ..no lunches no call I 
just don’t understand what thefuckwehad...if 
we had anything at all! I love the fact that your 
rn of birthday is next Wednesday and 1 know that you 

in- i to feed that fat ass! Yeah I am letting it all out 



Philadelphia's Ov U.uj All Inclusive Couples Night Club 

ThePleasureGardenClub.com 

Hot Parties For Hot Couples - Online Reservations Required 




Want to meet our members before you come out? Have more questions? 
Philly's Hottest Lifestyle Community Lust Till Dawn.COm 



here for me. but when I needed you most, with V, 
mu just let me fall., and cry alone.. Why did you 
nake things difficult? why couldn’t you have just 
(lid that ring on my finger + been everything I 
ieserved like you said you would be? 

LOVE YOU! 



plctely captured m 
amazing person 1 1 



iw cause yeah I am the fuck pissed off! What is 
u deal? You are an asshole... I know my sex is 
od...I know I taste good and I know that your 
I asshole forstaying with her fat abusive ass! 
i Youra dummy.. .but have a good birthday next 
Wednesday! 

OVER IT ALREADY! 

I haven’ t heard from you in a long time and I am 
thinking to myselfto stop thinking about you and 
get you out of my system entirely! 1 am tired of 
the fact that you are still with your girlfriend and 

to be with her fat ass! During the summer of this 
; year I was the best thing since sliced bread! Now I 
' am just an after thought! How longdid you think 



| fucking life with you fat whore bitch girlfriend! 

PROFESSOR OF NOTHING 

: I hope you die a slow, painful death preferably 
| in fire while you’re tied to a bed pent so you can't 
j move. You are a terrible teacher and 1 believe you 
i are starting to realize that, especially after all 
: that wonderful feedback the class gave you last 

i letter to the head of the department lo complain 



I thought you’d be happy if 1 found somebody else 
so you wouldn’t be the only object under my mag- 
nifying glass. I did. And somebody else adds to my 
happiness rather than detracting from it. You're 



lokyou 



TO MY BRAIN 

doing that, i was ignoring you. i'm sorry i at, 
thinking and started dwelling, no good ever 
comes of that shit, i’m sorry i depleted you \ 
temporary fixes of “happiness.'' most of al I, i 
sorry for giving up on you. please tell me wl 
do.. .if you con forgive me. if you can still fur 
enough to forgive. 

WOMAN WITH KIDS 

I just wanted to say what the fuck is going t 



rn the 



lis and one of the k 



sneak sn 



..yeah I said snow...rememberyesterday 
1 it snowed.. .anyway the little girl was throwing 
small snow balls at her siblings which would of 

| tip.. stop feeding them fucking sugar early in the 

working people will not have to worry about snow 
balls on the bus early in the dam morning being 
thrown at our fucking heads! Sign.. Please do bet- 





jonesin’ 

By Matt Jones 




68 CuborCard.tbrshort 

69 A long time to wait 

70 Oklahoma tribe 

71 "What Is there?’ 



0 NewMexIcoorColoradocounty 

2 Grand Opry 

3 FOrmerSouth Korean president 
Tae-woo 

4 Board game partner from Nixon 



ne with hay bales 



44 Pageant host 
46 Comic strip possum 
48 Company behind Hello Kitty 

51 Takes tree 

52 Rlverthat starts In the Swiss Alps 

53 ‘ thumbs. .' 



_to piecesl' (Mr. Jinks 
Ml ot Buddhism 



49 ’Deal Deal’ 



25 -In the Valley ot "(2007 

Tommy Lee Jones film) 

26 RajahS wile 

27 It'll all come out In the wash 

28 Companion ot taxes 
31 Dublin's land 




^classifieds! 

CALL 215 -7 35-8444 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION i 

PLACE YOUR FREEONLINECLASSIFIEDADATCITYPAPER.NET/CLASSIFIEDS - 

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINES Billboard Friday, 5 PM I Adult Friday. 12 PM £ 

All Other Classified Categories Monday. 4 PM 
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WITHOUT SPENDING 
a king’s FORTUNE 



Professionally Decorated | Fully Furnished 
1 and 2 Bedroom Penthouse Suites 
12 Month Leases From $65 A Night 



LondonburY 

— — 

SUITES 

MINUTES FROM PHILADELPHIA | A WORLD AWAY FROM OTHER HOTELS 



866 . 365.0251 | www.LondonburySuites.com 

301 WASHINGTON STREET | CONSHOHOCKEN, PA 



